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PHIL1115   


Final Exam     

April 23, 2007
Allowed in the exam room:   one 3x5 index card written on both sides or one 6x5 sheet of paper printed on one side only.  

This outline of the final exam is offered as a courtesy.  I reserve the right to make changes.   
Part 1    
Multiple Choice
1 mark each 

70 marks
Choose the best answer in each case.  
1. Entitlement and merit are two of the four 

a) benefits of capitalism
b) concerns of justice
c) noble truths
d) kinds of equality
2. The preliminary step to the Eightfold Path is 
a) eating and sleeping well
b) finding the right motivation
c) right speech
d) right association
3. John Locke defended the idea of  

a) duty-defined morality
b) the General Will
c) the Social Contract
d) a ‘war of all against all’
4. “Man is by nature a social animal.” was written by

a) Aristotle

b) St. Augustine
c) Friedrich Nietzsche
d) Jean-Paul Sartre

5. Plutocracy is 

a) rule by religious leaders
b) rule by a king or queen
c) rule by the rich
d) rule by the people
6. Which of the following most desperately needs to attend the “School of Existential Re-education”?

a) Nietzsche

b) Camus

c) Kierkegaard

d) St. Augustine

7. Ontology is the study of

a) the origins of the universe

b) what is most real
c) morality

d) the mind-body problem

8. Philosophy is a Greek word meaning
a) making a case

b) blue in the face

c) the love of wisdom

d) love of sophistry

9. Which of the following philosophers wrote in defense of Capitalism?
a) Jean-Jacques Rousseau
b) Adam Smith
c) Friedrich Nietzsche
d) Immanuel Kant
10. Questions about politics, world events, the economy, pollution, and health care are 

a) timely questions

b) timeless questions

c) unanswerable questions

d) none of the above

11. Who said, “You cannot step into the same river twice?”

a) Heraclitus
b) Plato

c) Nietzsche
d) H. L Mencken
12. The belief that knowledge is determined by specific qualities of the observer, including age, race, gender cultural conditioning, socio-economic bracket etc is called

a) legitimacy

b) relativism

c) materialism

d) the method of doubt

13. Philosophic naturalism is the belief that 

a) the world is ordered and consistent

b) only physical matter and its properties exist

c) something cannot both be and not be
d) the belief that everything is God

14. Utopia means  

a) the study of the most basic principles
b) direct, unmediated awareness
c) both ‘good place’ and ‘nowhere’
d) either ‘inductive’ or ‘deductive’
15. In many ways, Hume was a typical __________ philosopher.

a) French

b) Medieval

c) Enlightenment 

d) absent-minded
16.  “Nature made man happy and good, and society depraves him and makes him miserable” was argued by 

a) Hobbes

b) Hume
c) Kant

d) Rousseau

17. The blindfolded figure of justice signifies that 
a) two people doing the same job deserve the same salary
b) justice does not recognize differences in rank and privilege
c) distributive justice is fair
d) people should get what they need
18. Spinoza echoed some of the pre-Socratics in the following regard.

a) He derided the ideas of Descartes.

b) He was a monist.

c) He insisted that free choice was an illusion.

d) He believed in a plurality of substances.

Part 2

True or False    
10 marks         (1/2 mark each)     
Indicate your choice in the space in front of each item.  Think twice.  Write once.
1. 
Gautama Buddha lived and taught in China.

2. 
John Locke was the father of British Empiricism..

3. 
Psychological altruism is the belief that people ‘naturally’ act for the well-being of others. 

Part 3

Paragraph Answers        
20 marks
    (10 marks each)

Choose two of the following items.  (The best answers will include significant detail.) 

In a (possibly short) paragraph or two or in well-organized point form, present… 

(Ten of these will appear on your test)
1.
The origin and theory of Utilitarianism.

2.
The main differences between Confucianism and Taoism.

3.
John Rawls and his theory of justice.

4.
The origins of the Social Contract

5.
The difference between relative and absolute morality.

6.   
Kant’s Categorical Imperative

7.
Aristotle and the Ethics of Virtue



9.         The problem of freedom as presented in one of the movies we watched 
10.
The varieties of egoism and altruism  


11.
Nietzsche’s attack on morality     




12.
The meaning of equality





13.
The significance of Wu-wei
14.
Two different theories of morality



15.
The steps and purpose of the Buddha’s Eightfold path


Bonus Marks:       5 marks       (1/2 mark each)
Identify the author of the following quotations.
1. God is dead.    

2. You cannot step into the same river twice.


3. There is a path to the end of suffering.  Tread it

General Advice
Review the textbook:   
(pages 107 to 299)
Review your lecture notes 
(particularly lectures 13 to 23)

Write a timeline     Google:  philosophy timeline
Group the philosophers    for example…..
1. Ancient materialists and immaterialists   (117 and 120)
2. Hellenistic philosophers

3. Medieval philosophers

4. German Idealists

5. Empiricists and Rationalists

6. Utilitarians
7. Existentialists

Learn some definitions    for example…..
The epistemological turn

Anarchism
Retributive and Distributive Justice

The Categorical Imperative
The Enlightenment

Hard and Soft Determinism

Materialism and Idealism

Positive and negative freedom

Hume’s Fork
Nihilism

Relativism  (in ethics)
Myth of Sisyphus

Innate ideas

Mind-Body problem

Metaphysics

Epistemology

Induction and Deduction

Tabula Rasa
Subjective and objective truth

Overman or Superman  (Nietzsche)

Skepticism

Plato’s Cave

You will not be questioned on…
Theories of Truth  (correspondence, coherence, pragmatic)
Spinoza’s Metaphysics

Aristotle’s Substances

Chapters 1, 2, or 3
