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Nipissing University 2006 / 2007
Philosophy 1115           Introduction to Philosophy

Ursula Stange  ext: 4309  email: ursula@stange.com 
office: H302

Class Web Page:  http://www.ursulastange.com/courses/philosophyweb.htm
Course Syllabus:  This course introduces students to the nature of philosophical enquiry through the examination of topics (which may include the meaning of life, the nature of reality, the nature of the universe, logic and argumentation, freedom and determinism, justice and society, God and the problem of evil) which have stimulated thoughtful discussion and argument for centuries. Through careful consideration of the ways in which these topics have been addressed by past and present philosophers, this course also endeavours to develop the general reading, writing and reasoning skills without which philosophical enquiry cannot take place.

Keeping in Touch:   The class webpage will provide links to additional required readings and other items of interest.   You are responsible for checking this regularly.  Any email you write to me must begin with:  1115 and (your) last name.  (Note that it does not begin with PHIL 1115.)   Email that does not conform to this format may be lost in the bowels of my computer and never answered.   
Required Text:

Solomon, Robert C. The Big Questions: A Short Introduction to Philosophy  (7th edition with included CD of primary readings).  
Additional Required Readings will be handed out in class or assigned on the internet.  These will be posted (with links) on the class web page.
PHIL 1115
Marking Scheme (to be approved in class)
· Two Tests 





30

· Three Journals





30

· Attendance/Participation



10

· Final Exam





30
PHIL 1115    Journal Assignments  (3 are required)
You must submit three journals of approximately 400 words each. The choice of topics (from the list below*) is yours, but you can do any topic only once. The journals are due in class on the dates listed.  Late journals will be accepted only in the following week’s class and will be penalized a full mark (i.e. a mark of 8 becomes a 7).  Nothing will be accepted more than one week late (except under the most dire circumstances.
Marking of the journals:  The journals will be marked out of 10.   The mark is necessarily subjective, but both content and style will enter into the determination.  
Possible topics:   (links will be provided as necessary on the class web page)
1.         Philosophy in song lyrics:   Include the lyrics you are analyzing with your journal.
2.
Faith and Reason:  In the absence of proof, what would be a good enough reason for believing in God?  Why?  
3.
Choose one of the quotations in my quoTable and relate it to your life. Choose one you can write significantly about.
4.
Free will and Determinism:  How could we know?   Why does it matter?

5.
Philosophy at the movies:   Comment on the philosophical content and implications of a movie you have seen outside of class. 
6. 
Read and discuss the philosophical implications of Ambrose Bierce’s “Incident at Owl Creek Bridge.”

7. 
If you wanted to interest grade 6 children in philosophy, how would you proceed?

8.
Why is science fiction such a good medium for philosophy.  Provide an example or two.

*This list may be added to or amended as the course progresses…
Words to the wise:    A clear thesis (an opinion you are defending) and good development are paramount.  Do not just repeat things you read in the text or heard in lecture.  The assignment is called a journal rather than an essay merely to indicate that it can be somewhat informal in terms of the use of “I” and contractions and so forth.  I do expect careful writing.  There is no requirement for research here, but if you do use other people’s words or ideas, you must give proper credit.  

The greatest sins are superficiality, lack of clarity and rambling.   Decide what you want to say and write it cleanly and simply.   Push beyond the obvious.  Read appendix A on writing good philosophy.  Check the OWL website or a reference book for stylistic rules and hints you may have forgotten.  These are short papers.  Edit and rewrite to make every word count.  
The greatest virtues are clarity and creativity.   Philosophy should not be boring.   Aim to write something true and relevant and insightful.    

Due Dates for the journals:    (depending on whether you are in the Monday or Tuesday class)
Nov. 13 and 14
     
Jan. 29 and 30

March 5 and 6
PHIL 1115   
2 Tests
Both tests will be primarily (perhaps even entirely) multiple choice and true/false.    (Class sizes make anything else prohibitive.)   Sample test items will be offered in class and posted on the web page.  Tests will be based on both lectures and readings.

PHIL 1115    
Attendance

Attendance will be taken via ‘attendance questions’ due in every class (these cannot be made up later – you have to be there).    While I peruse these on an ongoing basis, there is no official mark for them except the attendance mark.   Missing one or two will not affect your mark, but larger numbers of absences certainly will.  These questions may sometimes be based on readings but often they will require only generally thoughtful philosophical answers.    
PHIL 1115   
Final Exam
This will be a combination of multiple choice and short answer and perhaps an essay.   While it will stress second term material, it will cover the whole year of lectures and readings.  The date will be set by the registrar’s office and announced in March or April.

PHIL 1115
Baby Symposia (during class hours)…
Every three or four weeks, we will end the lecture early in order to allow time for a symposium on various subjects, sometimes, but not necessarily, related to the lecture topic.   All are welcome, but there will be no credit or penalty for attendance or non-attendance at these discussions.   They are provided simply for serious enjoyment (or enjoyable seriousness) and collegiality.   There may be readings associated with these, without the doing of which there would be little point in attending.
Dates and topics will be announced in the coming weeks.  These smaller groupings will also allow the development of an email group interested in further discussion.
And finally:   Academic honesty is discussed in the Nipissing calendar.   The penalties are severe and are not entirely in my hands.  Plagiarism (or cheating of any other kind) will be dealt with severely at the class level and at the administrative level.   Please think again!


PHIL 1115 Lecture List

The page numbers in parentheses refer to the Solomon text. Additional readings will be assigned from the CD and/or on the web. All of the assigned readings must be done before each class. If you don’t do the reading, you won’t get full value out of the lecture or the discussion.   

1.   
Sept 11-12  
Introductions:  What is (and isn’t) philosophy?

2.   
Sept 18-19  
(xiii to 41) Joining the Great Conversation

3.   
Sept 25-26  
A bit of history I

4.   
Oct 2-3    
A bit of history II   

      


Study Week   

5.   
Oct 16-17
(43 to 63)  Meaning of life?  

6.   
Oct 23-24  
(65 to 87) Whence God?     

7.   
Oct 30-31
(87 to 105) Faith or reason?    

8.   
Nov 6-7
(Test 1)     

9.   
Nov 13-14
(107 to 124) What is the nature of reality?      

10. 
Nov 20-21
Philosophy at the Movies 
11. 
Nov 27-28  
(124 to 143) Later answers to "What is reality?" 
12. 
Dec 4-5
Philosophy at the Movies   





Christmas Break

13. 
Jan 8-9
(145 to 181) How do we know what is "true"? 

14. 
Jan 15-16  
(183 to 215) What is the "self"?  
15. 
Jan 22-23  
(217 to 227) What do we mean by “freedom”?
    

16. 
Jan 29-30  
(227 to 241) Free will or determinism?
17. 
Feb 5-6
(Test 2)  

18. 
Feb 112-13  
(243 to 257) What is "the good life"?    

      


Study Week   
19. 
Feb 26-27
Philosophy at the Movies   
20. 
Mar 5-6  
(258 to 275) What is morality?         
21. 
Mar 12-13  
Philosophy at the Movies      

22. 
Mar 19-20  
(277 to 299) What is the nature of society? 

23. 
Mar 26-27  
(301 to 317) Non-Western answers to some of these questions
24. 
April 2-3    
Catch up and review….
Attendance matters. Participation matters. Be there.
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