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Philosophy 2505    Lec 1   Overheads
Logic in Alice in Wonderland
"We can never have jam today," the Queen insisted. 

"But it must come to jam some day," Alice protested. "After all, the rule is, 'jam every other day.'" 

"Precisely," said the Queen. "'Jam every other day.' But today is not any other day, you know."

Remember Grade Five?

Four Types of Sentences…..

Exclamatory:   (Hey, you!)
Interrogative:
(Is that my sweater you’re wearing?)
Imperative:
(Next time, ask before you borrow it.)
Declarative:
(Actually, that sweater looks better on you.)

Only declarative sentences allow judgment about truth. 

Only declarative sentences are of interest to us as logic students.

What about this…..

· If you get paid to participate in a logic course, then you’re the teacher.

· I’m getting paid to participate in a logic course.

   -------------------

· I’m the teacher.

3 sentences, 3 statements, 1 argument

premise

premise

---------

conclusion

If A, then B

A

---------

therefore, B

This argument is both valid and true

It’s valid because the evidence bears the right kind of relationship to the conclusion 

It’s true because the premises are true

Validity comes from structure

Truth comes from content

What about this?

If dogs are cats, then birds have wings

Dogs are cats

---------------

Therefore, birds have wings

Same logical structure

Different content

What objections might we have?

What about this?

All the teachers in this room are female

Terry is not a teacher in this room

-------------------------------------------

Terry is not female

What objections might we have?
All of these are arguments.    They consist of a series of statements

One of which is the main claim – the conclusion

Others of which are meant to support the main claim.

The phrasing suggests that they are meant to fit together as arguments

If we have a series of statements which are connected in an evidentiary relationship, we have an argument

It’s a sequence of propositions (claims), one of which is a conclusion, the others of which are premises offered in support of the conclusion

John Locke’s ‘three kinds of people who have mistaken opinions’

1. Those who accept hand-me-down beliefs from parents, friends, ministers and others, and don't do much thinking for themselves.

2. Those who let their emotions and needs dominate their thinking and reasoning.

3. Those who try to be logical and reasonable but lack good sense and/or expose themselves to only one viewpoint.

What can go wrong?

1. Not being able to distinguish what is worth arguing about

2. Not recognizing our own biases

3. Not realizing when we are being intentionally manipulated

4. Jumping to conclusions with too little evidence

5. Not feeling able to convince others

6. Not being able to judge the worth of our own evidence

7. Not knowing whether our evidence is sufficient

8. Not knowing how to mount our evidence effectively

9. ………

What is the difference between an argument and an argument?

Argument about the hundredth time this week the toilet seat was left up?

Argument about whether Saddam Hussein deserved what he got?

Argument about the relative merits of Mozart versus the Arrogant Worms?

Argument about whether it rained more this summer or last?

· What is the difference between a disagreement and an argument?

Aesthetic opinion  


(art and literature)


Values   



(often faith-based)


Facts memory 
(yes, you did – no, I didn’t)


Personal preferences  
(chocolate ice cream is the best)

What kind of evidence can there be?

· What is the difference between making a case and presenting an argument?

Lawyers present arguments as part of making their case


So they have logical arguments

About the scene of the crime, the police evidence


But they also pay attention to a whole lot of other things

The impression their client makes in court

Dress, mannerisms, eye contact


Character witnesses

Reasonable doubt

Those other things are not necessarily bad -- they can be legitimate parts of presenting a case
A case is the whole package
Logos 

Pathos        Ethos





(From the ancient Greeks)

Logos -- appeal to the intellect

Pathos -- appeal to the emotions 

Ethos -- presenting yourself as ethical (reasonable and reliable etc.)

An argument must have a conclusion 


(either explicit or implicit)

An argument must include reasons intended to support the conclusion

There must be the intention to make a claim and support it

Warning label:

Thinking clearly can seriously disturb some dearly held notions

(It is not a victimless 'crime')

