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2505   Lecture 2:       overheads
Sept.      :    Active Reading -- reading with a pencil in your hand  

Underlining

Annotating

Questioning

Identifying the thesis

Evaluating the support

Arguing back

Reading between the lines

Detecting bias

Detecting propaganda

Vocabulary:  

Discourse:     

Any series of words organized into sentences

An organized, purposeful presentation

What counts as discourse?

Descartes’ Discourse on Method

Your textbook

The sermon you heard last Sunday

Calendar description for this course

The back of your morning cereal box

Any series of words organized into sentences

The discourse is made up of sentences

But it is not reasonable to apply a question about truth to all the sentences

To recap from last week….

Types of sentences

Interrogative    -- Questions


What time is it?   Who dealt this mess, anyway?

Imperative      -- Commands


Get over here!

Drink to me only with thine eyes. 

Exclamatory     --   Exclamations

Ouch!     My, how you’ve grown!

Declarative sentences


Describe things

Make statements about things

What about these?

Mattawa is west of North Bay.

Mattawa is nicer than North Bay.

There's a fly in my soup.

Honesty is the best policy.

People who oppose abortion should also oppose capital punishment.

God exists.

You should eat your vegetables.

Look at these two:

The demonstrators who had blocked the intersection were arrested.

The demonstrators, who had blocked the intersection, were arrested

What difference do the commas make?

Active Reading 

Reading with a pencil in your hand  

Some books are to be tasted, others to be chewed, and some few to be chewed and digested.           ---  Francis Bacon
When you finish skimming, you should know

1. what the main point is

2. what kind of  (and how much) support there is for the main point 

3. perhaps something about the author's modus operandi (academic, serious, exaggeration, ridicule of the opposition etc.)

4. something about the length and difficulty of the piece

5. how relevant the piece is to your purpose

Then you can decide whether it warrants more detailed attention

Reading furnishes the mind with materials of knowledge;  it is thinking makes what we read ours.  We are of the ruminating kind, and it is not enough to cram ourselves [with ideas];  unless we chew them over again they will not give us strength and nourishment.                                  


                             John Locke

Summarizing 

Helps you see the structure of the piece

Forces you to figure out the thesis and the main points

Forces you to follow the thread of the argument

Helps you detect weaknesses in the argument

Provides you with an 'outline' of the discourse for later review

Reading at Different Levels

Literal level – for the content on the surface     of the page

              Important, but not enough

Expository level:  content and meaning

Analytical level:  content and meaning and context

Comparative:      associations and implications

