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PHIL 2505    Reasoning and Logical Argument

Nipissing University    2007 / 2008
Ursula Stange    H302    x 4309    ursula@stange.com

The Nipissing Calendar describes PHIL2505 like this (in case you can’t quite remember what you signed up for):

The notions of definition, fallacy, propaganda and persuasion are discussed and related to techniques used by governments and advertising agencies in the pursuit of their goals.  The formal properties of deductive reasoning – what can and cannot be done with the rules of logic – are outlined and applied to arguments in ordinary language.               

But there’s more:   

The subtitle of our text, “An Antidote for Uncritical Thinking, ” tells you the rest.  This course also examines the many ways in which our best intentions to think straight can be derailed.   We look at the ways in which we confound ourselves:  emotion, lack of knowledge, distraction, carelessness and willful ignorance all affect our ability to reason clearly.  And we look at the ways in which others confound us:  propaganda, flattery, bullying, derision and distraction are primary techniques here.     

We will also make mention of other sources of illogical persuasive techniques:  parents, schools, churches, friends, lovers.  Nonsense is everywhere.  We will do our best to see it.   

We will approach these subjects in a variety of ways:  by reading, by writing, by viewing, by discussing.   Success requires attendance, attention, participation, good reading and writing skills and general effort.  The following pages outline my expectations and the penalties for not meeting them.   If you have problems, see me earlier rather than later.    

Remember that there are many who would love to do your thinking for you. 

Maybe even me….           Your only defense is to beat them (and me) to it.

Required Textbook:   

Soccio and Barry.    Practical Logic:  An Antidote for Uncritical Thinking.        (5th Edition)    

*Note that additional reading will be handed out in class or made available on the class web page.

Things you need to know:

Attendance policy:    I will generally take attendance (it helps me learn your names) but attendance per se will not gain you marks.   Non-attendance, however, will certainly lose you marks.  Much of the material in this course is cumulative -- if you don't keep up, your grasp on things will get more and more fuzzy.   If you need help, come early.   Don't wait until things are critical.

Marking scheme (to be approved at the first class)
Exercises and quizzes

20

Essay



20

Two term tests


20

Participation 


10

Final Exam   


30

Missed tests can be made up if you provide me with notice (and written documentation if requested) prior to the day of the test.   I may allow make-ups in other circumstances, but will not feel obligated to do so.

Missing the final exam, of course, is an issue to be taken up with the Dean.

Academic honesty is discussed in the Nipissing calendar.   The penalties are severe and are not entirely in my hands.  Plagiarism (or cheating of any other kind) will be dealt with severely at the class level and at the administrative level.   Please think again!
Exercises (sometimes from the textbook, sometimes not) are assigned regularly.    Some will be done in class, some at home and some publicly on the email discussion forum or as class presentations.  Due dates will be announced in class.  Exercises assigned as homework will not be accepted if handwritten.   I will mark several of these exercises in the course of the year -- the others will merely be recorded as completed or not completed.  The trick is that you don't know which ones I will mark -- so you must take them all equally seriously.  All will be briefly taken up in class, so you will get feedback for all of them.   Details will follow.   Under this heading, there may also be occasional quizzes on the readings.   
Because we do the exercises in class or take them up in class the day they are due, they cannot be made up.   If you absolutely cannot make it to class, have a friend bring them to the class or email them to me before the class.  (Please do not abuse this privilege.  Emailed work must be properly formatted and attached as a WORD document with your name and the date.  I will reject haphazard, unprofessional work.)  Do not use the school mail system, as you will then have no proof that the work was done before the debriefing.   I do not mind if you work on the exercises with another student or even in a group, but each of you must write up your answers individually and submit them separately.   Mere copying is a disservice both to yourself and to others.  Test time will come soon enough.

The essay assignment requires you to write a persuasive essay in which you argue either for the pro or con side of a contentious issue like marijuana legalization or same-sex marriage.  The particulars will be handed out in class. 
Essays will be accepted up to one week late but they will be penalized ten marks (out of a hundred).    No work will be accepted more than one week late except under the most dire (and provable) circumstances.   
An Email discussion group will be set up for this class.  Signing up is mandatory, so only quality participation will be rewarded with participation marks.   I envision a forum for continuation of class or assignment discussions, a bulletin board for class announcements, a vehicle for the sharing of 'found arguments' and useful web sites.  I will also occasionally post questions for you to think about and reply to. There is also a requirement to post some homework for class discussion.  Thoughtful replies will be rewarded at grade time.

Participation marks can be earned in class and in the discussion group.  You may also occasionally be offered particular tasks that earn participation marks

Found arguments is the name for an occasional segment where I hope to discuss arguments which either you or I find in public sources:  government publications, print and visual media, textbooks, sermons, movies, etc..   Arguments are everywhere, but we don't always 'see' them.   The purpose of this 'found arguments' segment is to train ourselves to notice when someone is attempting to convince us of something.   Think of it as 'show and tell.'   Keep what you find in an annotated notebook (details to follow) -- I may use the quality and/or extent of your collection to play with a few participation marks as well.

“The aim of argument. . . should not be victory, but progress.”    
Joseph Joubert      Pensees  1670

“One ought, every day at least, to hear a little song, read a good poem, see a fine picture, and, if it were possible, to speak a few reasonable words.”          
Goethe  (1749-1832) 

"I do not feel obliged to believe that the same God who has endowed us with sense, reason, and intellect has intended us to forgo their use."     
Galileo Galilei

"Blessed is the man, who having nothing to say, abstains from giving wordy evidence of the fact."           George Eliot (1819-1880)

"Most people would sooner die than think; in fact, they do so."    
Bertrand Russell (1872-1970)

Phil 2505   Straight Thinking and Argument

Lectures and Readings

The listed readings are from the textbook.  Additional readings will be handed out in class or posted on the class web page.   
1. Sept 10   
Introductions:  you, me and the subject 

2. Sept 17  
Active Reading -- reading with a pencil in your hand  

3. Sept 24   
Basic anatomy (of an argument)  (Ch 1)

4. Oct  1   
Recognizing arguments (Ch 2)
----------
Study Week   (no class)
5. Oct 15   
Thinking and feeling about the argument (Chs 3 and 4)

6. Oct 22   
Use and abuse of language (Ch 5)

7. Oct 29 
Inattention to subject matter (Ch 6)

8. Nov 5        
First term test +
9. Nov 12    
GroupThink – psychology and history

10. Nov 19    
More Group Think 

11. Nov 26    
Propaganda:  History, methods and techniques

12. Dec 3       
More propaganda 
----------       
Christmas Break

13. Jan 7
Movie afternoon  
14. Jan 14   
Writing argumentative essays 
15. Jan 21  
Deductive arguments   (Ch 7)
16. Jan 28  
Deductive arguments (Ch 7 continued)
17. Feb 4
Testing and reconstructing syllogistic arguments  (Ch 8)
18. Feb 11   
Second Term Test +
---------

Study Week    (no class)
19. Feb 25     
Movie afternoon    

20. Mar 3       
Inductive reasoning and generalizations  (Ch 10)

21. Mar 10     
Statistical arguments (Ch 12)

22. Mar 17     
Causal arguments Ch 13) 
----------
Easter Monday    (no class)

23. Mar 31     
Sophistries and pseudoscience (Ch 14) 
24. Apr 7     
Tying up the loose ends  

Final exam will be scheduled by the dean’s office in April.

