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PHIL 2525    Contemporary Moral Issues
Nipissing University    2008 / 2009
Ursula Stange    H350G    x 4309    ursula@stange.com

The Nipissing Calendar describes PHIL2525 like this (in case you can’t quite remember what you signed up for):

A critical inquiry into significant moral problems for the individual and society, this course addresses such topics as abortion, suicide, sexual conduct, euthanasia, pollution, crime and punishment, civil disobedience, capital punishment, legal enforcement of moral standards, and war. Such inquiry gives rise to discussion concerning the possibility and nature of general moral standards. 
But there’s more:   

We will try to distinguish between better and worse ways of thinking about personal and social problems for which no one has final answers.  We will grapple with some of the most contentious issues in human history.   We will look back to some of the earliest attempts to formulate these questions and find answers.  We will look forward towards the challenges of the future.  In short, we will try to find some guidance for our moral lives. 

Socrates warns us:  “We are discussing no small matter, but how we ought to live.”    

Required Textbook:   

James and Stuart Rachels.  The Elements of Moral Philosophy  (5th Edition)   McGraw Hill.  2007
Additional reading, required and recommended, will be handed out in class or made available in the library or on the class webpage.
Things you need to know:

Attendance policy:    I will occasionally take attendance (it helps me learn your names), but attendance per se will not gain you marks.   Non-attendance, however, will certainly lose you marks.   
Marking scheme (to be approved at the first class)
In-class work


20
Homework


20

Participation


15
Midterm


15
Final Exam   


30

In-class work is assigned regularly.   All will be collected.   All will be counted.  None can be made up.  Best be there.

Homework will also be assigned regularly.   Most will be small pieces responding to particular questions coming out of lecture or discussion or the readings.   
Participation marks can be earned in class and in the email discussion group.  

Signing up for the email discussion group is mandatory, so only quality participation will count towards participation marks.   I envision a forum for continuation of class or assignment discussions, a bulletin board for class announcements, and a venue for sharing information and useful web sites.   Some of this participation will be assigned.   Some will be left to your initiative and creativity.   Active and thoughtful participation will be rewarded at grade time.
A missed midterm can be made up if you provide me with notice (and written documentation if requested) prior to the day of the test.   I may allow make-ups in other circumstances but will not feel obligated to do so.

Missing the final exam, on the other hand, is an issue to be taken up with the dean.

Academic honesty is discussed in the Nipissing calendar.   The penalties are severe and are not entirely in my hands.  Plagiarism (or cheating of any other kind) will be dealt with severely at the class level and at the administrative level.   Please think again!
Required Readings are just that – required.  Ideally, you should read the readings twice – once before class and once after.   You do yourself (and the class) a disservice if you don’t come prepared for discussion.
PHIL 2525  LECTURES AND READINGS  (Chapter #s refer to the Rachels text)
1.
Introductions:  You, Me and the Course Requirements

Case study: 
The Walrus and the Carpenter    Lewis Carroll

http://www.jabberwocky.com/carroll/walrus.html 

Discussion:  Good sport, bad sport

http://www.theage.com.au/articles/2004/08/02/1091432108050.html
League bans child for being too good


http://sports.aol.com/mlb/story/_a/bbdp/league-bans-child-for-being-too-good/147572
----------------------------

2.
Reasoning and Moral Reasoning


“The case for Moral Objectivity”  A Dangerous Idea (blog)

http://dangerousidea.blogspot.com/2007/05/case-for-moral-objectivity.html

“Some Arguments Against Objective Moral Values”  A Dangerous Idea  (blog)

http://dangerousidea.blogspot.com/2007/05/some-argument-against-objective-moral.html

Case study:  Ring of Gyges   http://academics.triton.edu/uc/gyges.htm

Discussion:    Ethics…why and wherefrom?
------------------------------

3. 
What are we talking about?


"What is Morality?" (Elements Ch. 1) 

Case study:    Robert and Tracy Latimer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Latimer
http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/latimer/
http://www.ccdonline.ca/publications/latimer-watch/1096b.htm
http://www.robertlatimer.ca/story/tracysillness.htm

Discussion:  
The right to die:  Suicide and euthanasia 


----------------------------

4.
Is everything relative?

"The Challenge of Cultural Relativism" (Elements Ch. 2)


“Morality as Custom”   Herodotus


http://www.livius.org/he-hg/herodotus/herodotus07.html

The Nature of Morality    by William Shaw

http://falcon.tamucc.edu/~sencerz/Shaw_The_Nature_of_Morality.htm

“The Universal Declaration of Human Rights”  The United Nations Charter


http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html

Case study:
Honour killings

Discussion:
Culture as moral and/or legal defence  (Bamiyan Buddhas?)
------------------------------


STUDY WEEK

------------------------------

5.
Is everything subjective?


"Subjectivism in Ethics" (Elements Ch. 3)

------------------------------

 6.
Does morality come from God?



"Does Morality Depend on Religion?" (Elements Ch. 4)

--------------------------   

7.
Movie and discussion
--------------------------

8.
Are Religion and Morality on the same side?

---------------------------

9.
Is ‘me first’ all right?


"Ethical Egoism" (Elements Ch. 5)

---------------------------------
10.
Do the needs of the many always outweigh the needs of the few?



"The Utilitarian Approach" (Elements Ch. 6)

---------------------------------

11.
MIDTERM
------------------------------
12. 
Movie and discussion (movie not decided yet)
---------------------------------


CHRISTMAS BREAK
---------------------------------

13.
Problems for Utilitarianism?

"The Debate over Utilitarianism" (Elements Ch. 7)
---------------------------------

14.
Is morality discovered or invented?)

`"Are There Absolute Moral Rules?" (Elements Ch. 8)
----------------------------

15.
What makes us worthy?




"Kant and Respect for Persons" (Elements Ch. 9)
--------------------------------

16.
What do we owe each other?

"The Idea of a Social Contract" (Elements Ch. 10)
----------------------------------   

17.
Movie and discussion  (movie not decided yet)
----------------------------------

18.
Which is best:   Justice or care?



"Feminism and the Ethics of Care" (Elements Ch. 11)

---------------------------------


STUDY WEEK

---------------------------------

19.
Movie and discussion (movie not decided yet)
------------------------------------------

20. 
Can you practice your way to morality?



"The Ethics of Virtue" (Elements Ch. 12)
--------------------------------------------------

21.
What distinguishes virtue from vice?
-----------------------------------------------

22.
What is the relationship between legality and morality
------------------------------------------

23.
Can we learn the art of living?


"What Would a Satisfactory Moral Theory Be Like?" (Elements Ch. 13)

---------------------------------------
24.
Catch-up and Review 
