PHIL 2525 Contemporary Moral Issues

Written Work 1

Due Date:     Thurs. Oct. 20, 2011  
I made the point in the first lecture that Contemporary Moral Issues is not merely an academic course.  I wanted us also to develop our moral muscles.  With that in mind, this first assignment asks you to write about someone, real or fictional, who exemplifies the kind of moral growth you would like to see in yourself.   Your paper should be approximately 300 words long and answer some of the following questions:

1. What moral principles does (or did) this person live by?

2. How do (or did) the principles manifest themselves in action?

3. Who benefits from these actions?  

4. What is the motivation for these actions?

5. What are the rewards for these actions?

6. How has this person affected your life choices?

While I’m certain that many of your parents or grandparents are moral exemplars for you, I want you to search a little farther afield than your families.  The person you choose can be living or dead, real or fictional.   The only requirement is that you must know enough or be able to learn enough to answer the questions with some significant discussion.    
Due to arthritis in my right wrist, I cannot easily hold a pen for any length of time, so please submit your paper via email; typing a response will be less painful.  You must submit this assignment as a Word.doc  (or docx) attachment with WW1 and your last name in the file name.   I don’t want to have to fuss with translating Word Perfect or anything else, so please follow these instructions.  The attachment must be a complete paper with your name, the course number and the date in the upper left corner.   Thinking up a good title wouldn’t hurt either.   But, please, no title page.
Because this is a short paper, you need to think extra hard about how you use the space.  Don’t write a 200 word introduction, for instance.   Don’t write the same idea three different ways.  Choose your ideas carefully.  Choose your words carefully.  Don’t repeat.  Don’t fluff up.  Edit carefully.  Proofread carefully.  Carelessness will cost you marks. 
Lack of adherence to these instructions may result in your paper being returned unmarked.
