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PHIL 1115       LEC 20 
THEORIES OF MORALITY

-------------------------

Jane Addams   (founder of Hull House in Chicago)

The essence of immorality is the tendency to make an exception of myself. 

I do not believe that women are better than men. We have not wrecked railroads, nor corrupted legislature, nor done many unholy things that men have done; but then we must remember that we have not had the chance."  
------------------------------

Egoism versus altruism   (p 253)
Psychological approaches are descriptive

· Egoism:  All acts are basically selfish

· Altruism:  Some of our acts are ‘naturally’ altruistic
Ethical approaches are proscriptive

· Egoism: You ought to be selfish

· Altruism: You ought to be altruistic
--------------------------

Ethics and morality give us the rules by which we live with other people

they set limits to our desires and actions

they tell us what is permitted and what is not

they give us guiding principles for making decisions

They tell us what we "ought" and "ought not" to do

-----------------

A tablet of virtues hangs over every people     Nietzsche

-------------

The Golden Rule

Ancient Sumer: 


If you take the neighbour's field.  The neighbour will come and take yours.

Rabbi Hillel (at the time of Christ)   


What is hateful to yourself do not unto your fellow

Confucius


Treat others the way you want to be treated

-------------------------------

Questions.

Who is morality for?

What is the purpose of morality?

Why is being good -- doing the right thing -- important?

Is it important?

---------------------------------

Possible answers.

Morality is tied to self- interest at some level

Obedience to morality is good for its own sake

Morality is equivalent to rationality

Morality is required to make us human

Morality is only one among many sets of principles  (which may or may not be ignored)

------------------------------

Pythagoras

The most important thing for man to do is to align himself with the will of the divine..

----------------------------

Protagoras:   Moral Skeptic

We are alone here and we are our own responsibility 

------------------------

The main points of Protagoras's moral skepticism: 

· There is no ultimate moral truth
 

· Our individual moral views are equally true
 

· The practical benefit of our moral values is more important than their truth
  

· The practical benefit of moral values is a function of social custom rather than nature

------------------------------

Plato

Moral Absolutism 

prescriptive and proscriptive 

---------------------------------

Plato's moral theory: 

· Moral values are eternal, unchanging and spiritual forms
 

· Moral truth is found in the realm of the forms, and not in the social conventions of the world of appearances
 

· People become moral by participating in the moral forms
 

· We gain moral knowledge by rationally recollecting the moral forms

--------------------------------

Aristotle 

the concept of "virtue" 

"Man is by nature a social and rational animal."

------------------------------------

In the meantime: 

Plato's Absolutist moral philosophy was taken in and adopted by Christianity 

Saint Augustine, in particular, shaped Plato to make a perfect fit

--------------------------------------

St. Thomas Aquinas

It was to this Absolutist world that Aristotle (his writings, at any rate)  eventually returned

St. Thomas Aquinas shaped Aristotle and his philosophy to the Church's needs

------------------------------------

Aristotle's Virtue Theory:

· The elite are to be guided by their will to excellence

· The non-elite by their sense of duty

· Illustration from the Nurnberg Chronicle 15thC. 

--------------------------------

Aristotle's virtue theory: 

· Moral virtues are habits that regulate the desires of our appetitive nature 

· Most virtues are at a mean between two vicious habits 

· Our practical wisdom guides us in developing moral virtues by gradually informing us of our ultimate function and showing us the best means of attaining it 

· My moral actions are freely chosen and are an extension of my virtuous habits

------------------------------

At the dawn of the modern era, then, we have these three moral philosophies:

· Moral Skepticism (from Protagoras)

· Moral Absolutism (from Plato)

· Virtue Theory  (from Aristotle)

------------------------------------

Hobbes' Virtue Theory

· The pre-political state of nature for humans is a condition of mutual conflict that contains no objective moral values 

· We achieve peace by mutually agreeing to give up our rights to harm each other (social contract)


· To assure compliance, we create governments that punish those who break the agreements 


· To further secure compliance we recognize various laws of nature and acquire moral virtues

----------------------------------

Humes' Catalog of Virtues   (Treatise: 611-12) 

Natural virtues are those which do not

change from one place or time to another 

compassion, generosity, gratitude, 

friendship, fidelity, charity, good sense, 

wit and humour, perseverance, patience, 

courage, parental devotion, good nature, 

cleanliness, etc.

-------------------------------------

Humes' Catalog of Virtues

Artificial Virtues are those which are context

specific and:

are developed to meet specific needs

are developed by communities to suit themselves

are taught to new or young members

aid in social cohesion

contribute to social order and good government 

---------------------------------

(Hume on Christian Virtues..)

'Celibacy, fasting, penance, mortification, self denial, humility, silence, solitude, and the whole train of monkish virtues' are,  neither agreeable nor useful; they `stupefy the understanding and harden the heart, obscure the fancy and sour the temper.'

------------------------------

IMMANUEL KANT       (1724-1804)

-------------------------------

In the Grundwerk (Groundwork)
Kant investigates moral ideas:

· How does it happen that we have them?


· How are we to understand them?


· How are we to distinguish the good from the better?

-------------------------------

a priori.

Literally,  "before experience"

Any knowledge which is known to be true without appeal to empirical means

----------------------------

Kant developed the classical formulation of deontological ethics.

right action consists solely in the conformity of an action to a justified rule or principle. 

----------------------------

Kant wants to build a philosophical foundation for what is already commonly understood by 'morality' and 'moral action.' 

The Good Will 

The Notion of Duty

Imperatives

Hypothetical 

Categorical 

----------------------------

Kant's Categorical Imperative 
His supreme moral principle: 

"Act always in such a way that you could will your action to be universal law"

---------------------------

The categorical imperative has various parts:

"Act as if the maxim of your action were to secure through your will a universal law of nature" 

"Act so that you treat humanity, whether in your own person or that of another, always as an end and never as a means only"

--------------------------------

JEREMY BENTHAM, 1748-1832

"The greatest good for the greatest number"

"Hedonic Calculus"

--------------------------------

The Utilitarian Calculus 

Bentham introduces the following criteria for measuring pleasure and pain..

· Intensity 

· Duration , 

· Certainty (or uncertainty) 

· Nearness (or farness)

· Extent

---------------------------------

Bentham....

"Nature has placed mankind under the governance of two sovereign masters, pain and pleasure. It is for them alone to point out what we ought to do as well as to determine what we shall do. " 

-----------------------------------

"Utilitarians believe that the sole factor in determining an action's morality is the balance of social good vs. social evil.  Appeals to moral intuitions, social traditions or God's wishes are not relevant."

---------------------------------

Bentham advanced the principle of utility

"the greatest happiness of the greatest number" 


suggested the "Hedonic Calculus" as a standard for judging laws and social institutions

---------------------------------

Bentham's mummy has a wax head.   

His real head..

---------------------------------

J. S. Mill   1806-1873

"Actions are right in proportion as they tend to promote happiness; wrong as they tend to produce the reverse of happiness." 

-----------------------------

Not merely the quantity of pleasure, but the quality of happiness had to be calculated.

Some pleasures are better than others. 

----------------------------

Utilitarian Beliefs:

· Moral rules are merely rules of thumb

· The point is to achieve the greatest good for the greatest number

· Utilitarianism is a Consequentialist Theory 

--------------------------------

Nietzsche

Like Aristotle, Nietzsche saw the concept of duty (slave morality) as necessary and fit for those who could not achieve the higher morality of excellence  

-------------------------

EXISTENTIALISM.

argues that as we make moral choices, we build our morality - even build universal morality

.but.

".the individual is the primary concern of existentialists, personal morality and ethics supersede social morality and popular ethics." 

-------------------------------------

Sling Blade       Whose actions are moral?

------------------------------------

Moral Theories

· Moral Skepticism (Protagoras)

· Moral Absolutism (Plato)

· Virtue Theory  (Aristotle)

· Deontology (Kant)

· Utilitarianism  (Bentham and Mill)

---------------------------

The 10 Commandments of God
Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

Honour thy father and thy mother.

Thou shalt not kill.

Thou shalt not commit adultery.

Thou shalt not steal.

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.

Thou shalt not covet. 

-------------------

The 10 Commandments of Solon
Trust good character more than promises. 

Do not speak falsely. 

Do good things. 

Do not be hasty in making friends, but do not abandon them once made. 

Learn to obey before you command. 

When giving advice, do not recommend what is most pleasing, but what is most useful.

Make reason your supreme commander. 

Do not associate with people who do bad things. 

Honor the gods. 

Have regard for your parents. 

--------------------------

Bertrand Russell's 10 commandments
1. Do not feel absolutely certain of anything. 

2. Do not think it worth while to proceed by concealing evidence, for the evidence is sure to come to light. 

3. Never try to discourage thinking, for you are sure to succeed. 

4. When you meet with opposition... endeavour to overcome it by argument and not by authority, for a victory dependent upon authority is unreal and illusory. 

5. Have no respect for the authority of others, for there are always contrary authorities to be found. 

6. Do not use power to suppress opinions you think pernicious, for if you do, the opinions will suppress you. 

7. Do not fear to be eccentric in opinion, for every "opinion" now accepted was once eccentric. 

8. Find more pleasure in intelligent dissent than in passive agreement, for, if you value intelligence as you should, the former implies a deeper agreement than the later. 

9. Be scrupulously truthful, even if the truth is inconvenient when you try to conceal it. 

10. Do not feel envious of the happiness of those who live in a fool's paradise, for only a fool will think that it is happiness. 

-------------------------------------
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