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Phil 1115  Intro to Philosophy

Lec 3:    History of Philosophy  pArt 1
The `pre-philosophical' period (to approx. 600 BCE)

Mythology – religion – wisdom literature

Gilgamesh

Ecclesiastes   The Preacher

Job and Proverbs
Egyptian wisdom literature

All asked profound philosophical questions

And all the answers came dressed in mythology and religion

-------------------------------------

The 6th C. Greeks in present-day Turkey embarked on .

· a rational analysis of the natural world which they insisted was governed by comprehensible law and 

· a deliberate study of man as a thinking agent in that world  (encompassed both philosophy and science)

------------------------------------------

The dawn of a new age
The first philosophers were motivated by.

· a certainty that the traditional religious explanations did not represent reality

· a profound belief that you could "think" your way to the truth
-------------------------------

Philosophy has sometimes been a very dangerous business …

--------------------

Jasper’s “Axial period”    

800 to 200 BC

Confucius

Lao-tze

Upanishads

Buddha

Zarathustra

The Prophets

Homer

Heraclitus

Plato

Sophocles

Thucydides

Archimedes

Etc.

--------------------------
Philosophia.

philo:    love

sophia:    wisdom

Pictures:
Statue of Sophia, Ephesus

Sophia, Michaelangelo (Sistine Chapel)

Haggiasophia, Istanbul
--------------------------------------

Anthropomorphism:  attributing human characteristics to non-human things

Anthropomorphised Sophia
(Michelangelo's Sistine Chapel)

--------------------------------

Western philosophy begins in the Greek colonies in the 6th century BC

· Distance from religious and political authority

· Proximity to Eastern (foreign) views

· Wealth and leisure

-----------------------------------

PRE-SOCRATICS

Initial concerns:

· The nature of nature  (Physis)

· The world order (the Kosmos)


(Proto-scientists)

-------------------------------
Thales (636-546)

An Ionian     Born at Miletus about 636 BCE 

The founder of Greek philosophy and the Milesian school of cosmologists 

Thales:

the first who looked for a physical origin of the world instead of being satisfied with religion.

…the first man of science whose name we know.
Thales main point:

· That the principle of all things is water, that all comes from water, and to water all returns. 
Water as the first principle
-----------------------------------

Vocabulary:  archê  

Greek term for beginning or ultimate principle. The Milesian philosophers looked for a single material stuff of which the entire universe is composed. 

(the word first applied generations later by Aristotle)

archê -- beginning, rule, principle, cause 

[cf. monarch, archaeology, archaic]
----------------------------------------

First time we are aware of that someone suggested that the sensible world (the world of common sense) might not be the same as the real world

· That our minds might be more powerful (and useful) tools for “seeing” the real world than our senses

--------------------------------------

Eleatic philosophers

Magna Graecia
------------------------------

Speculators on Being and Becoming
(still pre-Socratic)
Parmenides, Zeno, Heraclitus
Changing the question:  

· Their notion of what is most real highlights ‘process’ rather than  ‘stuff’

· Is this world with its constant change most real?

· Or is there something behind all the change that is more real?

----------------------------------------

Pre-Socratic Atomists
· Democritus (and others)

· The varying appearances of all the materials we see around us are due entirely to the varying density and motions of ‘atoms’ 
------------------------------------

Conclusions about the Pre-Socratics?

· They began the examination of the nature of the kosmos, the physical universe (cosmology).

· They asked their questions without reference to religion.

· They assumed that the universe must be orderly and that man must be able to discover that order.

· They began the practical process of using science to improve human life. 
-------------------------------------------

We’ve looked at the pre-Socratics with an eye on their cosmology
But they had other concerns as well

· Human nature     

· The good life     

· Virtue

· Justice      

· The meaning of life
-------------------------------------

The Sophists   (425 – 300BCE)
Changing the Question again…
· Shifted attention from the physical world to the human world

-----------------------------------------------

Aristotle defines "sophist" as one who reasons falsely for the sake of gain

This definition excludes Socrates…
-------------------------------------------------

Socrates  (b. about 470 B.C.)

The most famous of the Sophists 

No original writings.

Only the testament of others (particularly his pupil, Plato)
------------------------------------

The unexamined life is not worth living 
What do we mean by terms like truth, justice and honour?

------------------------------

A dialogue between Socrates and Protagoras

Protagoras: Truth is relative. It is only a matter of opinion. 
Socrates: You mean that truth is mere subjective opinion? 
Protagoras: Exactly. What is true for you is true for you, and what is true for me, is true for me. Truth is subjective. 
Socrates: Do you really mean that? That my opinion is true by virtue of its being my opinion? 
Protagoras: Indeed I do. 
Socrates: My opinion is: Truth is absolute, not opinion, and that you, Mr. Protagoras, are absolutely in error. Since this is my opinion, then you must grant that it is true according to your philosophy. 

-------------------------------------------
Gadfly…

---------------------------------------

The Last Days of Socrates: 

Plato’s Dialogues
      Euthyphro


Apology

       Crito

       Phaedo 

----------------------------------------------

Plato 
(427-347BCE) 
…influenced by many of the pre-Socratics
(as well as Socrates)
----------------------------------------

Definition:    symposium
· an occasion at which people who have great knowledge of a particular subject meet in order to discuss a matter of interest 

Symposium:   drinking party

-----------------------------------------
Plato’s Ideal Forms…
· We ‘see’ this apple with our senses:  sight, taste, touch, smell

· We ‘understand’ this apple with our minds
-------------------------------------
Alfred North Whitehead said (and many would agree) 


…The whole of western philosophy is a series of footnotes to Plato
---------------------------------------
Aristotle (384-322 B.C.)
· Plato’s greatest student

· equally eclectic interests:  logic, drama, politics, religion, ethics and natural science

· Philosophic Naturalist
------------------------------------------

Philosophic Naturalism

assumes that. . .  

reality consists of the natural world 

the universe is ordered

everything follows consistent and discoverable laws of nature, and can be described in terms of those laws

Aristotle is a Philosophic Naturalist…
------------------------------------
Posited an unmoved mover….

(which the Catholic Church later identified with God)
------------------------------------
Aristotelian thinking a pillar of the Medieval Church

Aristotle’s writings among the few spared from the flames
-------------------------------
Platonists and Aristotelians
· Plato looked beyond and behind this world and tried to explain what went on there and considered this world just a poor reflection of the real  --  but it was all we poor humans could understand
· Aristotle, on the other hand, looked to this world -- and tried to understand what he experienced daily -- observed and experimented
-------------------------------------
Christian mystics often followed Plato  

Christian naturalists tended to follow Aristotle
· Art:    Detail from Raphael’s School of Athens
------------------------------------

Hellenistic Philosophy…

From Alexander the Great to almost the end of the Roman Empire    (322 BC to 235 AD) 

The attention of philosophy turns farther away from the physical world – away from metaphysics 

toward ethics and the human condition
Definition:  Ethics

· The study of the moral value of human conduct

Artist:  Charles Stouff
http://www.dwtoons.com/NEW%20DWC/Home.htm
-----------------------------------

Cynicism        Diogenes of Sinope (c.400-323)
Art:   Waterhouse    1882
-------------------------

Stoicism       Zeno of Citium (335-263

The cardinal virtues of Stoicism:
Wisdom

Bravery

Justice

Moderation

----------------------------------

Hedonism (later Epicureanism)
Popularized by Epicurus in the 4th C BCE

Greek word for pleasure:        hêdonê
Art:  (detail from Raphael’s School of Athens)

----------------------------------
Many philosophical terms have multiple meanings
----------------------------------

The Epicurean viewpoint…
· The good life consists of moderate pleasures (because immoderate pleasures carry pain with them)

· Moderation and prudence are virtues – knowing the value of relative satisfactions – understanding the consequences of pleasure-seeking

· Death is final – no ongoing identity – no ongoing experience – no fear of eternal damnation
-----------------------------------

Many philosophical writings were eventually ‘disappeared’ by the Church 
------------------------------------

Lucretius (95-55 BCE) 
Most famous Roman Epicurean
Author of the long poem De rerum natura (“On the Nature of Things” )
-------------------------------
PHILOSOPHY IN LATE ANTIQUITY (235 TO 600 CE)
· This period included the Christianization and then the fall of the Roman Empire
· Neoplatonism:  a syncretism of the teachings of Plato and Aristotle

· Plotinus   (205-270 CE)

------------------------------------------------

Neoplatonism combined…

· the old Greek and Roman Pantheon of gods with the ONE of Parmenides and Plato's ideal forms. 

From highest to lowest…

· The One was the source of all Being
· Plato's Forms occupied an intermediate position (along with immortal souls and the pantheon of gods) 

· Matter and the body were essentially ‘Not Being’, and indeed evil. 
-------------------------------------

Plotinus…The purpose of life:
· For the soul to reunite with the ONE 


(These words fell on receptive Christian ears….)
----------------------------------
The end of the Roman Empire…
· Christianization        (the Conversion of Constantine in the 4th C.  AD)

· The murder of Hypatia (5th  C.) 

· The closing of Plato’s Academy (6th C.)
----------------------------------
Three great affronts to philosophical freedom in the Greek World:

the banishment of Anaxagoras for blasphemy

the trial and execution of Socrates

the indictment of Aristotle for impiety (which caused Aristotle to remove himself from Athens lest she "should sin again against philosophy")
----------------------------
Once in Power, the early Christian Church did not tread lightly…
· Onward Christian Soldiers….

The old gods gave way

The old philosophies had to adapt

The Church and the State became one 
---------------------
Not finding philosophy willing to provide religion,


people looked to religion to provide their philosophy
--------------------------
Religion has satisfactions which philosophy cannot always address…
The urge for certainty

The urge for worship

The urge for Oneness with something larger

and particularly……

The urge for some form of personal endurance in the face of death

----------------------------
St. Paul traveled the Roman World seeking converts to the new religion…
--------------------------
In conquering the pagan religions, Christianity was itself conquered

· Attributes of the ancient gods transferred to Christ

· Stories and legends reused

· Holy days recycled

· Rituals recast for Christianity
-------------------------
Conclusions about the Pre-Socratics
· They began the examination of the nature of the kosmos, the physical universe (cosmology).

· They asked their questions without reference to religion.

· They began to see that the universe must be orderly and that man might be able to discover that order.

· They began the practical process of using science to improve human life. 
------------------------------------
Today’s Other Major Points…
1. Plato and Aristotle – teacher and student, both polymaths – interested in a wide variety of philosophical matters, both still relevant to Medieval theologians. 

2. Greek philosophy, under the influence of the Hellenistic philosophers, turned its face away from natural science and towards ethics.  It no longer asked where did the world come from.  Instead it asked, ‘How is it right to live in the world?’   Even, ‘How does one get to be happy?’

3. Christianity made its appearance during the final stages of Greek Philosophy

4. The Neo-Platonists became the bridge between Greek philosophy and Christianity, adopting and adapting earlier ideas, creating a new syncretism which the infant Church found quite usable.
5. Christianity, with its ‘revealed’ answers to the great philosophical questions, had no need of most of the Greek and Roman philosophers – and made haste to destroy them. 

------------------------------------------
The Greek Miracle:  

· Philosophy and science born together 
(6th C BCE)

· Walked away together from the religious past

· The natural sciences went their own way  (17th - 18th C)

· The human sciences eventually found their own way as well   (mostly 19th - 20th C)


All the inheritors of the Greek Miracle took the spirit with them
--------------------------------------

Socrates on the Greek Miracle:

“I have said some things of which I am not altogether confident.  But that we shall be better and braver and less helpless if we think that we ought to inquire, than we should have been if we indulged in the idle fancy that there was no knowing and no use in seeking to know what we do not know – that is a theme upon which I am ready to fight, in word and deed, to the utmost of my power.”
Excerpt from Meno    by Plato







