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PHIL 1115   Lec 13   How do we know what is true?

All statements on this screen are false.
-------------------------------- 

Epistemology

· knowledge  (episteme) 

· study of       (ology)
--------------------------- 

· What is knowledge and who can have it?
What are necessary conditions for ‘knowing’?

------------------------------------------------------ 

Opinion...

In general:

What one thinks on a particular point

In epistemology:

A belief or judgment held without sufficient proof

-----------------------------------------------
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--------------------------

Evidence is what distinguishes opinion from knowledge.

But.what kind and how strong must the evidence be for a person to "know" something?

 -------------------------
(Bertrand Russell and the table)

The real table is not immediately known to us at all, but can only be had by inference from what is immediately known

--------------------

Bertrand Russell answers….

· Q. When I see a table, will what I see be still there if I shut my eyes?

· A. That depends upon the sense in which you use the word 'see.‘

· Q. What is still there when I shut my eyes?

· A. This is an empirical question. Don't bother me with it, but ask the physicists.

· Q. What exists when my eyes are open, but not when they are shut?

· A. This again is empirical, but in deference to previous philosophers I will answer you: coloured surfaces.

----------------------------

Russell ends by asking two questions

•  Is there a real table at all?

•  If so, what sort of object can it be?
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---------------------------------------

· Empiricists claim that we may never know reality beyond our experience


(Locke, Berkeley, Hume, Mill, Russell)

· Rationalists claim that it is possible to understand substance through abstract reason


  (Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz, Kant)

--------------------------

THINKING ABOUT KNOWLEDGE: PLATO
Plato: first Western philosopher to write in some detail on the nature of knowledge

(circa 427-347B.C.E.)

Dialogues:

   Meno

   Theatetus

   The Republic

--------------------------------- 

Plato is credited with developing this traditional analysis of knowledge .

S knows (has knowledge) that P if

(1) S believes P

(2) P is true

(3) S's believing P is justified in the right way

Knowledge requires

belief, truth and justification

Justified True Belief

----------------------------
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----------------------------------------

Aristotle

(384-322 B.C.E.)

Developed the idea of foundationalism in answer to Plato's call for evidence

- the need for evidence has to end somewhere.

-----------------------

The Skeptics

No amount or quality of evidence could yield certainty

Without the possibility of certainty, there can be no knowledge

.Skeptic and skeptic. different meanings

------------------------------

Rene Descartes

(1596-1650)

inspired by the newly-rediscovered arguments (against the possibility of evidence) of the ancient Skeptics

-------------------------
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-------------------------------

Descartes' Method of Doubt
(.indubitable method.)

Intended to separate what is doubtful from what is not

Looking for "clear and distinct" ideas

(Leibniz later called them "truths of reason")

-------------------------------------

painting:   Rembrandt   Philosopher in Meditation

------------------------------

Necessary truths are true because they could not possibly be false (2 + 2 = 4)

Contingent truths are true because of facts (I live in North Bay)

Contingent truths are also called empirical truths -- true because of experience

(99.9 percent of the time it is not our own

experience, of course)

-----------------------------------

"If, however, it were repugnant to the goodness of Deity to have created me subject to constant deception, it would seem likewise to be contrary to his goodness to allow me to be occasionally deceived; and yet it is clear that this is permitted."

---------------------------------

".those old and customary opinions perpetually recur."

--------------------------------

Descarte’s 8 Grounds for Doubt:

1. Sometimes my senses deceive me.

2. I might be insane.

3. I might be dreaming.

4. I might be dreaming that I'm awake.

5. I might be inventing in my own mind (in my sleep) complete fictions.

6. God might be deceiving me.

7. I might be a naturally defective sort of creature.

8. An evil genius might be deceiving me.

----------------------------------------

Descartes' Wax

[P]erception ... is neither a seeing, nor a touching, nor an imagining. ... [R]ather it is an inspection on the part of the mind alone (Section 31).

------------------------------------------

John Locke
1632-1704
- Founder of British Empiricism -

Wrote Concerning Human Understanding

Argued for experience 
as the source of all knowledge 
(A little common sense, please!)

"You and I have had enough 
of this kind of fiddling.

-----------------------

Deductive reasoning (certainty)

Inductive generalization

(probability)

---------------------------------

"Let us then suppose the mind to be, as we say, a blank tablet [Tabula Rasa] of white paper void of all characters, without any ideas:- How comes it to be furnished?"

------------------------------

"This great source of most of the ideas we have, depending wholly upon our senses, and derived by them to the understanding, I call SENSATION."

------------------------------

"These two, I say, viz.[namely] external material things, as the objects of SENSATION, and the operations of our own minds within, as the objects of REFLECTION, are to me 
the only originals from 
whence all our ideas take 
their beginnings."

-------------------------------

Definition: Idealism

The philosophy that says that what is real is mind.

(Contrasted to Materialism which says that what is real is the material world.)

------------------------------------

BISHOP BERKELEY

Subjective idealism: no material substances, no physical objects

Described as the most provocative thesis in all philosophy

--------------------------

A Stone....

--------------------------

"esse est percipi" 
To be is to be perceived

----------------------------

There was a young man who said, "God

Must think it exceedingly odd

If he finds that this tree

Continues to be

When there's no one about in the quad."

Dear Sir:

Your astonishment's odd:

I am always about in the Quad.

And that's why the tree

Will continue to be,

Since observed by

Yours faithfully,

God

---------------------------------

David Hume 1711-1776

Hume's Fork

Ever the Skeptic, Hume insists that there are

only two kinds of truth in the world:


1. Truths of reason (known through calculation and logic) 


2. Matters of fact (discoverable by experience and experiment)


--------------------------------------

Truths of reason ... a priori

(also called truths of necessity)


If you have a mother, then she must be female


If you have a square, then it must have four equal sides

----------------------------

IMMANUEL KANT 1724 - 1804

a careful reading of David Hume "interrupted my dogmatic slumbers and gave my investigations. a quite new direction."

-----------------------------

We’ve been asking the wrong question.  Instead of ….

· “How can we better understand the world?”

· “How come we can understand the world?”

---------------------------

William James 1842 - 1910

Pragmatist and Empiricist


Developed the pragmatic theory of truth


· whatever is "expedient in the way of our thinking."

· a proposition is true when acting upon it yields satisfactory practical results


----------------------

Pragmatism

A proposition is true if, and only if, it is useful to believe.

Pragmatism promises (in the long term) a convergence of human opinions upon a stable body of scientific propositions that have been shown in experience to be successful principles for human action.

----------------------------
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