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The kinds of questions raised by social philosophy…

· What is the legitimate role of government?

· What should government do for the poor?

· How is the individual related to society?

· Is the authority of the state justified?

· What is justice? Distributive?  Retributive?
--------------------------------------------
Political and social philosophy is the study of people in societies 
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--------------------------

Three main areas

· the claims people have on each other in the form of  rights, duties and privileges 

· the demands for justice, equality and freedom (specifically political freedom)

· and the virtues of government

--------------------------

Canadian philosopher Kai Nielsen asks 

"If you were given the choice of a society to live in, not knowing your status in that society, what kind of a society would you choose?"

---------------------

John Rawls (1921-2002 ) 

Justice as fairness in A Theory of Justice

· Veil of ignorance 

· Original position 

----------------------------

Distributive justice.

Theory of justice dealing with how society's wealth, opportunity and power should be distributed

---------------------------

Sumer....

----------------------------

What is the cardinal virtue of social institutions?

-------------------------

Individual versus community rights

-------------------------

What about protesters?

--------------------

Politics involves the attempt to find a balance between the public 

interest and individual freedom.

----------------------

"Cities will have no respite from evil.nor will the human race, I think, unless philosophers rule as kings in the cities, or those whom we now call kings and rulers genuinely and adequately study philosophy, until, that is, political power and philosophy coalesce."      



Plato

------------------------

One of our questions..

"Why be good when bad people have a much better time?" 

-------------------------

Social Contract Theory
Book 2 of Plato's dialog The Republic. 

Glaucon talking to Socrates (in Plato's Republic):


They say that to do injustice is, by nature, good; to suffer injustice, evil;

-------------------------------

Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely




Lord Acton  

-------------------------

Plato's theory of justice has both individual and social components.

individually, justice is a 'human virtue' that makes a person self-consistent and good 

socially, justice is a social consciousness that makes a society internally harmonious and good. 

-----------------------

Socrates:   ".justice is to perform one's own task, and not to meddle with that of others."     (In Plato's Republic)

--------------------------

Plato recommended a tripartite citizenry

· Those who rule  (the philosopher-kings)


· Those who defend and fight  (the guardians)


· Those who work  (craftsmen, farmers, shopkeepers etc.)

----------------------------

Plato's analogy.
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----------------------------

Man is by nature an animal designed for living in states.  

                                  


Aristotle

----------------

Any human, Aristotle says, who can live without human community is "either a beast or a god"

-----------------------

The Beginnings.

Plato and Aristotle developed the earliest sociopolitical theories centered on the concept of `justice'

Plato and Aristotle affirmed the idea that equals must be treated as equals (not yet total equality)

Aristotle articulated the key distinction between retributive and distributive justice

Aristotle also recognized that the poor and disadvantaged members of society required special protection in a just society

---------------------------------

HUMAN NATURE

Leviathan     Thomas Hobbes

------------------------------

JOHN LOCKE  (1632-1704)

As soon as any part of a person's conduct affects prejudicially the interests of others, society has jurisdiction over it.

-------------------------

JEAN JACQUES ROUSSEAU (1712-1778)

Man is born free, and everywhere he is in chains.

--------------------------

Do you not know that a child poorly educated is worse off than one not educated at all?        



Rousseau

--------------------------

The General Will   (Jean-Jacques Rousseau)

Each of us puts his person and all his power in common under the supreme direction of the general will, and, in our corporate capacity, we receive each member as an indivisible part of the whole.

-------------------------

Nature made man happy and good, and society depraves him and makes him miserable. 

----------------------------

NICOLO MACHIAVELLI    (1469-1527)


It is better to be feared 
than to be loved.

The first great political philosopher of the Renaissance - author of The Prince

-------------------------------

JOHN STUART MILL    

The only freedom which deserves the name, is that of pursuing our own good in our own way, so long as we do not attempt to deprive others of theirs 


On Liberty  (1859) 

----------------------------

Mankind are greater gainers by suffering each other to live as seems good to themselves, than by compelling each to live as seems good to the rest. 

On Liberty  (1859) 

--------------------------------

Retributive justice

Distributive justice 

-------------------------------

Bob Dylan  1964

--------------------------------

