Classics 3305       Research Topics
2005/2006
1. The urban revolution (4,000 to 2,500 BCE)

2. The development of writing

3. Early history of law  --  Sumerian to Persian

4. Excavation of Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro

5. Comparison of the position of women in Egypt and Classical Greece

6. The Royal Cemetery of Ur:  Characteristics and significance 

7. The development of Imperialism in the Ancient Near East

8. The changing face of warfare in the Ancient Near East

9. Comparison of early New World civilizations to the Ancient Near East

10. Development of medicine in the Ancient Near East

11. Art of the Amarna period

12. New Research:  Pushing back the dates of the Neolithic Revolution

13. The controversy surrounding the role of the goddess in Neolithic societies

14. Causes, characteristics and results of the Aryan invasions in India

15. Rival theories about the origins of monotheism

16. The impact of Biblical archaeology on history and/or faith

17. The role of mythology and religion in defining roles and limits in society

18. The construction and/or role of the Hero in the modern world

19. The representation and role of violence in mythology

20. The tension between mythology and reason

21. Myth and meaning:  interpretations through time

22. The persistence of ancient mythic symbols in modern religion

All of these topics are broad and can be narrowed in scope for your project.  Be creative.

Other subjects are possible, but you must present your suggestion in writing (email is fine) no later than Jan 11, 2006.   Include a sentence or two explaining your choice.
The choices and instructions for these term projects are included in the syllabus handed out in the first class and online.  We will also speak about them in class.  The due dates are also included in that earlier handout.  

The choices include presentation, essay, research journal or web page.  Be brave…

