Addition to PowerPoint for lec 6  Later History of Mesopotamia

-------------------------------------------

In the same way it is said of the Greeks that they conquered their conquerors, the Romans

it can be said of the Sumerians also that they conquered their conquerors

the power of their knowledge, their discoveries, their religion, their mythology, their literature was so great

the many people who came after them borrowed their culture, internalized it, used it and made it their own --  passed it on in their turn

· In this way Sumerian culture adapted and metamorphosed by all the peoples who came and went in the Near East -- never completely lost

· but no longer identified as Sumerian

------------------------------------------------------

Sumerian motifs survived into our era

Gilgamesh eventually reappeared as Ulysses in the Odyssey of Homer

· Utnapishtim, survivor of the great flood, reappeared in the Old Testament

The innocent long-suffering man made a reappearance in the Bible as Job

Innana reappeared as Ishtar, then as Astarte, finally as Aphrodite and Venus

· Her marriage to Dumuzi foreshadows the death and rebirth motifs of the Egyptians  (Isis and Osiris) and the Greek tales of Demeter and Persephone

The paradise motif reappears in Persian religion and art and then in Christian religion and art

· All of these we will follow with more attention in a later lecture

