PHIL 1115   Extra Credit Opportunity

Choose a philosopher you feel at home with.  

Compare a few of your beliefs with those of your chosen philosopher.

Choose two of the following discussion possibilities…
1. Knowledge/Wisdom: What is the difference between knowledge and wisdom? How does one become wise?  What is knowledge for?  What is wisdom for?

2. Ontology:  What are the basic entities in your ontology?  What is most real?  Where do these entities come from?   Are they dependant on the existence of minds?  Are they eternal?
3. Human Nature: Are humans innately good or bad?  What makes them so?  Can they change their natures?  How are humans different from animals? Are humans better than animals?

4. Freedom: Are you free? Why or why not? If not, how does one become free? How much freedom do you want?

Use short quotations (properly documented) to highlight the beliefs of your philosopher.

Briefly explain why you believe what you believe.  You don’t need to address every aspect of the two topics you choose.  The particular questions are there as prompts to your thinking.  Provide a bibliography with at least two sources.  Your word count should be somewhere between 400 and 500 words.   Aim for quality, not quantity.

Be advised that the most you can earn with this assignment is a five point upgrade to your first test mark (a 65 will become a 70, for example, or a 47, a 52 (if your paper is good enough to receive all five marks).  I will be looking for seriousness of purpose, depth of insight, and clarity of expression.
This assignment, should you choose to accept it, must be typed and delivered to my office (slid under the door if I’m not there) before 2 pm on November 24th.   No exceptions.  No extensions.
