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Themes:
Bioethics

Biotechnology:  positive or negative?

Eugenics:  positive or negative?

Personal identity:  Nature vs. Nurture

Science versus naturalism (playing God)
Morality of availability?

Eugenics:   

Bad name due to early 20th c.  attempts to improve the human race through selective breeding.   (But we’re happy to do it with show dogs and race horses.)   Hitler is associated with the attempted to purify the Aryan race (blonde hair and blue eyes, don’t you know...).   Lots of eugenics in North America and Europe – not invented by the Nazis.    

Plato (in The Republic) emphasizes the importance of selective breeding for particular characteristics:  intelligence, temperament, morality, strength, work ethic, maybe even beauty...
But...the road to hell is paved with good intentions....

surely an ‘improved’ humanity would be positive...

but the wrong hands are everywhere....

Science versus naturalism:   Two views

Science will save us

Science will destroy us

Star Trek:   
Spock:   virtues of science




Kirk:   necessity of human spirit and conscience
