Groundhog Day is a 1993 comedy film directed by Harold Ramis, starring Bill Murray and Andie MacDowell.   

“In the film, Murray plays Phil Connors, an egocentric Pittsburgh TV weatherman who, during a hated assignment covering the annual Groundhog Day event (February 2) in Punxsutawney, finds himself repeating the same day over and over again. After indulging in all manner of hedonistic pursuits, he begins to re-examine his life and priorities.”

While Groundhog Day can be enjoyed as a superficial romantic comedy, it hides all kinds of moral treasure inside.   Philosophies it can be related to include Existentialism, Stoicism, Hedonism, Aristotle’s Virtue Theory, the Ethics of Care, and Buddhism.   It repays multiple watchings.  Google ‘philosophy groundhog day’ and you will find much of interest.   Then watch the movie again...and again.
In 2006, Groundhog Day was added to the United States National Film Registry as being deemed "culturally, historically, or aesthetically significant."  It is listed as the 181st most popular movie at the Internet Movie Database as of Groundhog Day, 2008.

The song that’s playing on the radio each morning is “I Got You Babe” by Sonny and Cher.  The line “so put your little hand in mine/there ain’t no hill or mountain we can’t climb” is significant.

Things to note…

· The Phil that first arrives at Punxatawney…

· The despair and giddiness he suffers as his fate sinks in…

· The ways in which he eventually attempts to improve himself…

· The ‘virtues’ he eventually practices…

· The use of the Buddhist notions of karma and nirvana...

· And finally, spring is ever the time for hope and renewal…

Attendance question:   

What kind of connection can we make between this movie and Glaucon’s story of the invisibility ring?

