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"A heroic struggle of personality against an institution of mindless conformity"

It’s been called "one of the greatest American films of all time.”  It swept the Oscars that year (the first film to take all the major awards (Best Picture, Best Director, Best Screenplay, Best Actor and Best Actress) since the 1930s).   The film has been selected by the Library of Congress for preservation in the United States National Film Registry.
The story is an allegory about the struggle between individualism and society.    
It was a book (author Ken Kesey wrote it in the early sixties) and a Broadway play (with Kirk Douglas in the lead role) before being adapted for the screen.

Directed by Milos Forman   (from Prague)  who also made Amadeus  (filmed in Prague)

· Why might this story appeal to someone from a Communist country?

· Do the patients have free will?  What does free will mean to them?  

· What is freedom?  Who has it in this film?  What do they do with it?

· Is there justice here?  Retributive?  Distributive?

· Who is crazy here?

“One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest is a parable for how our society refuses to tolerate nonconformity.”                  The Flick Filosofer  http://www.flickfilosopher.com/oscars/bestpix/cuckoosnest.html
· Does there have to be this struggle between society and individualism?

· Is the winner always preordained?  

· How could McMurphy have won?      Did he lose?     What did he lose?

· Nurse Ratchid is the dictator here.   Why does she bother to be so outwardly 'nice'? 
· Is society good or evil?    Why does society fear non-conformity?

