PHIL 1115 

Test 2 sample questions

Choose the BEST answer in each case.

The Enlightenment resulted in

a) the rejection of the church’s authority in intellectual matters

b) enthusiasm for modern science

c) faith in the power of human reason to attain knowledge

d) both b and c
e) all of the above
Leibniz argued that 

a) physical events cause mental events

b) mental events and physical events are attributes of the same substance
c) mental and physical events occur simultaneously in ‘pre-established harmony’

d) mental and physical events are indistinguishable

e) all of the above

Which of the following are Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s birth and death dates?

a) 1334-1382

b) 1550-1612
c) 1712-1778 

d) 1950-1992

Who wrote The Meditations?
a) Rene Descartes

b) Albert Einstein

c) Albert Camus

d) St. Thomas

The position called Solipsism says that

a) Descartes was wrong.

b) nothing exists but one’s own mind.

c) our physical characteristics are what make us who we are.

d) our mental characteristics are unchangeable.

This philosopher argued that the most important aspect of our ‘selves’ is our memory.

a) Descartes

b) Kierkegaard

c) Nietzsche
d) Locke

Possible questions.  (Essay or point form)  

Four of these choices will be on the test.
1. Outline the major features of the philosophy of Idealism.  
 

2. Outline the differences between Rationalism and Empiricism.    

3. Outline Kant’s ‘resolution of skepticism.’ 
   

4. Outline these theories of truth:  correspondence, coherence and pragmatic. 
  

5. Outline the three types of solutions to the mind-body problem:  behaviourism, identity theory and functionalism.   
  

6. Outline the arguments supporting the notion of free will.  

7. Outline the nature of soft determinism as opposed to hard determinism. 
