Sling Blade
Director/writer/star Billy Bob Thornton won the 1996 Academy Award for Best Adapted Screenplay (from his own stage play).
Starring:  Billy Bob Thornton, Lucas Black, Dwight Yoakam and Natalie Canerday
Music by Daniel Lanois.
Richard Corliss, Time Magazine, says:
”… those who have seen Thornton as Karl Childers in Sling Blade can't get that face out of their bad dreams. The skin is celibate smooth, the eyes clamped shut to keep the demons out, or in. And when the pursed mouth opens, it speaks... of dreadful sins with Old Testament vengeance.”
“Thornton is brilliant at creating a mood of anticipatory dread that contrasts startlingly with Sling Blade's air of leisurely character study. Also, his use of backlighting during key monologues which detail horrendous incidents give the tale-telling an almost mythic quality.”

Questions to think about:
The French-Canadian title was Justice of the Heart.  Who has the right to mete out justice?  Who is justice for?  What is justice for?
What and who is evil here?  What and who is moral?

Is Karl’s moral world simpler or more complex than that of a ‘normal’ person?  Why?

Why does the Bible have such a significant role here?

Does evil (or morality) reside in the motivation for an act or in the consequences of it?

Does Karl have the right to do an evil thing to prevent an evil thing?  

Did the end justify the means?

How do we relate Karl’s actions to Utilitarianism?   
What would Kant say about Karl’s actions?

What would Anscombe say?

What would God say?

Why does Karl want to be baptized?

Themes:   Justice and vengeance, responsibility and free will, the end justifying the means, the noble savage, the meaning of hell, etc.  

Finally:   The attendance question:
We are often told that “the road to hell is paved with good intentions.”   How is that true?   If there is such a place as hell, who in this story is going there and why?
(Answer this question in an email to me and I will mark you present for this lecture.)

