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Exercise 1-15                            The Mount Rushmore Test
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How do we know that Mount Rushmore got here by intelligent design?
It's possible that we humans make things so complicated that we fail to recognize the obvious. For example, take a look at the Mount Rushmore photo displayed here. Now ask yourself, how many years would it take for these figures to appear on the side of this mountain by chance? Millions of years? Billions of years? Given one hundred trillion years, could these figures eventually form on the side of the mountain?
Is your answer "no"? If so, why is it "no"? Why couldn't these faces appear on the side of a mountain, given so much time? Isn't that how WE got here? After billions of years of chance, didn't we eventually, gradually come to be how we are now? Isn't that the theory that you've been taught to believe as fact?
Let's go back to our mountain. We know that skilled artists and sculptors worked to create the faces on Mount Rushmore. But could such a thing come about by chance? Well, if the earth is as old as scientists tell us, then the mountains in the world are quite ancient. Do we see any mountains in the world where complex and recognizable images have formed on them? Does Mount McKinley have faces like Mount Rushmore on it, for example, that formed over time through erosion, wind, and rain? Or does the Matterhorn, for example, have an image of a giraffe on it that came about through natural forces, time, and chance?
You might be thinking, "This is silly. How could an image of a giraffe appear on the side of the Matterhorn by chance? Even given infinite time, wind, rain, and erosion?" Well, it IS silly. It's silly to think that something so complex, something so obviously designed, could come about by mere chance, no matter how much time was allotted.
Mount Rushmore was created by intelligent design
When we look at Mount Rushmore, we know that a mind or minds were used in designing and executing the images we see there. Prior to the faces being formed there, Mount Rushmore was a "victim" of chance, wind, rain, time, erosion. The result? Nothing that we would consider as complex, intelligent design. Then the faces were carved on the side of the mountain. It was then that mere chance was overthrown...by intentional design and order.
Now consider the men themselves: Washington, Jefferson, Roosevelt, Lincoln. Were the actual men more complex or less complex than the faces on the side of Mount Rushmore? They were MUCH more complex. George Washington could cut down a cherry tree. Could his face on the side of Mount Rushmore do that? Abraham Lincoln gave the Gettysburg Address. Could his Mount Rushmore likeness do that? Could Jefferson's stone face pen the Declaration of Independence? Obviously, the men themselves are much more complex than their mountainside counterparts.
So if the faces could not appear on Mount Rushmore by chance no matter how much time was given, then would it not be true that the men themselves could not appear by chance no matter how much time was given?
What about you? Apply the Mount Rushmore test of intelligent design to yourself. Are you more complex than a carved image on the side of a mountain? Do you think you really came about by chance? You with your highly complex DNA? You who is the only you that has ever been? What kind of artist would it take to make someone as incredible as you? Is chance that artist. Don't be silly. 



Exercise 1-15
Write a short paper (one or two paragraphs only) discussing what is wrong with this argument.  

Begin your paper by setting out the argument in clear premises and conclusion.

What kind of argument is it?  Why does it fail?  

Be precise.  No repetition.  No puffery.  No nonsense.
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