17
5

Classics 3305

      U. Stange


Sept. 2006
Week 1 
Introduction to and focus of Classics 3305
From Myth to Argument

This course examines the most ancient origins of our Western way of life. 

It attempts to answer fundamental questions about the earliest development of civic, social, economic and religious communities.   

What does it mean to live a good life? 

How much personal freedom is worth trading for communal protection? 

What is the right relationship of an individual to the family? 




(Christina’s World 
Andrew Wyeth)
To the community? 

To the state?     
(David’s   The Death of Socrates)
To God?    

------------------------------

Why study ancient cultures? 
Understanding the past is a significant part of what it means to be educated
--------------------------------

The past helps us to
discover our roots

Every culture owes a debt to

the past

Our myths, our stories, our 

celebrations, our symbols all

have ancient roots

Father Time descended from the 

Myth of Cronus

Cronus = Chronus
---------------------------------------

The past helps us to understand ourselves 
Why are we here?

Where do we come from?

What is the meaning of our 

lives?

· Chagall’s Job
-------------------------------------

Practical matters:

The course will be divided into two halves

· History, religion and social context before Christmas (and some literature, of course)
· Mythology and literature after Christmas
----------------------------------

Our knowledge of the ancient world is extremely recent…
----------------------------------

Uncovering Ancient History

---------------------------

After Christmas we will…

· look more closely at original texts (in translation, of course)

· investigate mythology in the modern world 

· relate our subject to books, movies, television, daily life and contemporary religion
---------------------------------

ANCIENT THOUGHT: 
FROM MYTH TO ARGUMENT
· Ursula Stange

· Ofc:  H302

· Ext: 4309 

· Email:  ursula@stange.com
· All email must begin with 3305 in the subject line
-----------------------------

· The Epic of Gilgamesh, verse rendition by Danny P. Jackson  (probably available online…)
· The Old Testament  (Preferably King James or Revised Standard – certainly available online…)
· Required online readings

------------------------------

Marking Scheme




 
· Journals
   20 

· Midterm test
   20 


· Major assignment   20 


· Participation
   10 


· Final exam
   30 






Sumerian Votive Figure 


(praying for good marks)


-------------------------

The Reflective Journal:
The Major Assignment -- Choices

The Research Journal

The Oral Presentation:

The Essay:

The Web Page
The Group Mailing List
· Participation is mandatory. 

· Details next week…  

   A significant amount of our business is conducted through this medium.  You must participate.
--------------------------------

Email:    ursula@stange.com

· All email to me must begin with 3305 and your last name in the subject line

· Example:    

   3305 Johnson question about the test

· Always do it the same way, so I can keep your email organized.   I will not be responsible for your email if you don’t follow this rule.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
Focus of this course is Ancient civilizations -- 

· Part history

· Part archaeology

· Part religious studies

· Part sociology

· Part philosophy

· Part literature

· Part art
------------------------------

New World Archaeology

      Alas, no time …
-----------------------------

Also no time for ….

· Atlantis and other 
new age theories

http://www.cyberdh.com/atlan/home.htm
(Interesting to read

about but generally not

good archaeology)

------------------------------------

The achievements of the early Sumerians are staggering:
· the invention 
of writing

· the perfection 
of art

· the development of law

· the earliest discoveries of mathematics and astronomy
                               A teacher’s math tablet

· the creation of 
an integrated 
mythology

· the formulation 
of the world's 
first religion
and, perhaps most of all,

· the immensely 
beautiful and wise literature
                      One of the Gilgamesh tablets containing the flood story

--------------------------------------

If human effort is to be judged merely by its attainment, then the Sumerians, with due allowance made for date and circumstance, must be accorded a very honourable though not pre-eminent place;  if by its effect on human history, they merit higher rank.  

   Their civilization, lighting up a world still plunged in primitive barbarism, was in the nature of a first cause.  We have outgrown the phase when all the arts were traced to Greece and Greece was thought to have sprung, like Pallas, full-grown from the brain of the Olympian Zeus; we have learned how that flower of genius drew its sap from Lydians and Hittites, from Phoenicia and Crete, from Babylon and Egypt.  But the roots go farther back:  behind all these lie Sumer.


                               C. Leonard Wooley, The Sumerians  p. 192-3
------------------------------------------------------
Sumerian PROVERBS

In a city that has no watchdogs, the fox is the overseer

The poor men are the silent men in Sumer

A sweet word is everybody's friend

Conceiving is nice; pregnancy is irksome

For a man's pleasure there is marriage;

on thinking it over there is divorce

Pay heed to the word of your mother

as though it were the word of a god

verhead

Friendship lasts a day, kinship forever

If you take the field of an enemy, 

the enemy will come and take your field

Who builds like a lord, lives like a slave

Who builds like a slave, lives like a lord

The wife is a man's future

the son is a man's refuge

the daughter is a man's salvation

the daughter-in-law is a man's devil

Writing is the mother of eloquence

and the father of artists

Who possesses much silver may be happy;

who possesses much barley may be glad;

but he who has nothing at all may sleep.

And my personal favourite:   

Into an open mouth a fly enters

