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Clas 3305 Overheads etc. Lecture 2  Digging up the Past

Archaeology is a young science – barely 200 yrs old
The modern archaeological discovery of Egypt dates from Napoleon’s military expedition in 1798
“Rosetta Stone” has passed into the language as a metaphor for the key to translation 

-------------------------------------

Jean-Francois Champollion 
1790-1832
· Champollion was a French Egyptologist,
acknowledged as “the father of modern Egyptology.” 

----------------------------------------

Controversy about the translation…

--------------------------------------------

Richard Lepsius  1810-1884

· Appointed by the King of Prussia to head a fully-funded German expedition of three years length -- went to Egypt with the luxury of time for discovery and interpretation -- rather than grabbing and running

· Found unknown pyramids

· Published his extensive findings

· Translated the Egyptian Book of the Dead
· Catalogued his finds at the Egyptian Museum in Berlin

· Considered the founder of the scientific study of Egyptian history
-------------------------------------

Howard Carter      1874 - 1939
· first went to Egypt as a draughtsman with Flinders Petrie's expedition in 1891  (when he was17)

· Copied inscriptions and learned the art of excavation.  

· Eventually appointed as the first Inspector General of Monuments for Upper Egypt (at the age of 25). 

Queen Hatshepsut

Carter’s own excavations (from 1907 onwards) were  bankrolled by the 5th Earl of Carnarvon 

Carter’s biggest discovery: November 4, 1922 
Tomb of Tutankhamun  found in the Valley of the Kings (thirty-one years after Carter first set sail for Egypt)

------------------------------------

Howard Carter's Diary

"Slowly, desperately slowly it seemed to us as we watched, the remains of passage debris that encumbered the lower part of the doorway were removed, until at last we had the whole door clear before us.

"The decisive moment had arrived. With trembling hands I made a tiny breach in the upper left hand corner. Darkness and blank space, as far as an iron testing-rod could reach, showed that whatever lay beyond was empty, and not filled like the passage we had just cleared.

"Candle tests were applied as a precaution against possible foul gases, and then, widening the hole a little, I inserted the candle and peered in, Lord Carnarvon, Lady Evelyn [Lord Carnarvon's daughter] and Callender [an assistant] standing anxiously beside me to hear the verdict.

"At first I could see nothing, the hot air escaping from the chamber causing the candle flame to flicker, but presently, as my eyes grew accustomed to the light, details of the room within emerged slowly from the mist, strange animals, statues, and gold - everywhere the glint of gold.

"For the moment - an eternity it must have seemed to the others standing by - I was struck dumb with amazement, and when Lord Carnarvon, unable to stand the suspense any longer, inquired anxiously, 'Can you see anything?' it was all I could do to get out the words, 'Yes, wonderful things.'

 --------------------------------------------------

 Canopic Chest

· The mummification ritual required the removal of the internal organs.

· Liver, lungs, stomach and intestines were stored in this chest with prayers incised on the outside for their safekeeping.

--------------------------------

Falcon Standard

This gilded falcon was probably originally attached to a pole and carried in procession.  

----------------------------

Tutankhamun’s Golden Throne
------------------------------


 the ‘wishing cup’
 

"mayst thou spend millions of years ... sitting with thy face to the north wind, and thy eyes beholding happiness." 

------------------------------

The continuing discovery of Ancient Egypt

· http://www.thebanmappingproject.com/

----------------------------

The Tomb of Ramses II’s sons

“Last February, excavating through the flood-borne debris that fill the tomb, my staff and I found a passageway leading past twenty chambers to a statue of the god Osiris.  Two transverse corridors, each with another twenty chambers, extend beyond that. At the end of the corridors there are stairs and sloping corridors apparently leading to even more rooms on a lower level.  The tomb could be the largest ever found in Egypt...”      Kent Weeks in 1995 
------------------------------------

Ramses II
one of the most famous of the Pharaohs…
· …the robbing of his grave

· …the enslavement of the Israelites

· …the inspiration to Shelley

---------------------------------------
Biblical Connections

· Ramses II believed by many to be Biblical Pharaoh when Israelites were in captivity in Egypt

· Exodus 12:29   "at midnight the Lord smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon"

interesting to Biblical scholars if tomb of Ramses II's firstborn is found

-----------------------------------
Shelley's poem "Ozymandias" is about Ramses II as well

(Ozymandias: Ramses II's name in Greek -- variation thereof )

OZYMANDIAS

    by   Percy Bysshe Shelley

I met a traveller from an antique land

Who said: Two vast and trunkless legs of stone

Stand in the desert. . . Near them, on the sand,

Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown,

And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,

Tell that its sculptor well those passions read

Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,

The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed:

And on the pedestal these words appear:

"My name is Ozymandias, king of kings:

Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!"

Nothing beside remains. Round the decay

Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare

The lone and level sands stretch far away.

-----------------------------------------
Sumer, Babylon and Assyria
 Paul Emile Botta    (1805 – 1870)
· Entered the French diplomatic service

· Spent twenty years in the Middle East

· Took the time for archaeological exploration

· First to uncover an Assyrian palace
· Digging at Khorsabad, Botta believed he was uncovering ancient Nineveh

· eventually identified the summer palace of Sargon II
Genesis 10:8 (speaking about the sons of Noah):

Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and unto them were sons born after the flood: Ham begat Cush 
8. And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth.

9. He was a mighty hunter before the Lord: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the Lord.

10. And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel , and Erech, and Accad , and Calneh, in the land of Shinar .

11. Out of that land went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh

 ------------------------------------------------

II Kings 19:36

36. So Sennacherib, King of Assyria, departed, and went and returned and dwelt at Nineveh

Jonah 3:3 After God spoke to the great fish - spit Jonah out onto the dry land -- told Jonah

2.  Arise, go unto Nineveh , that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.

3. So Jonah arose and went unto Nineveh , according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days journey.

4. and Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.

-----------------------------------------------------------
From a letter written in 1850:

        ... such is the condition of the sculptures, they would be lost before I could go and draw them; and reinterred those parts which I had not time to copy. As for the others, I regret to say they will soon fall to atoms. Being no longer supported, the walls yield to the swelling of the ground, the action of the sun reduces the surface to powder, and even now a considerable portion has disappeared. This is truly grievous, but I can devise no remedy, unless the whole, as I draw it, should be again filled up, and thus preserved for future investigation; this is my present purpose, since, everything considered, it will always be possible to make a fresh clearing, whilst, by leaving the walls uncovered, in three months not a vestige of them would remain. 

                Paul Emile Botta at Nineveh , 1850 

 -----------------------------------------------------

In the same letter, Botta writes that
· “even the inhabitants themselves were ignorant of the archaeological treasures lying buried under their feet.” 

  Why so long to re-discover riches of Mesopotamia?

---------------------------------------------

Henry Rawlinson   (1810 - 95)  
· Career soldier and diplomat with the 
East India company

· Amateur Assyriologist
------------------------------------

Rawlinson’s climb and copying is 

 the first serious attempt to examine and decode the rock relief

----------------------------------------
· Three different cuneiform scripts

· Old Persian, Elamite and Akkadian

· King Darius 


500 BCE

-----------------------------------------

Inscription of Behistun (northwestern Iran )   500 BC

King Darius gives notice thus:

You who in future days

Will see this inscription by order

Writ with hammer upon the cliff,

Who will see these human figures here--

Efface, destroy nothing.

Take care, so long as you have seed,

To leave them undisturbed.

Discovered and transcribed by Henry Rawlinson (c. 1837)

-----------------------------------

Austen Henry Layard  (1817 - 94) 
· Archaeologist and politician
Discoveries:

· Biblical city of Nimrud

· Palace of Assurnasirpal II

· Palace of Sennacherib at Nineveh
· In 1845, Layard began the excavation at Nimrud. 

· He wrongly believed that he was uncovering the ancient site of Nineveh. 

-----------------------------

I was again amongst the ruins by the end of October. The winter season was fast approaching, and it was necessary to build a proper house for the shelter of myself and servants. I marked out a plan on the ground, in the village of Nimroud , and in a few days our habitations were complete. My workmen formed the walls of mud bricks dried in the sun, and roofed the rooms with beans and branches of trees. A thick coat of mud was laid over the whole, to exclude rain. . . . Unfortunately, the only shower of rain, that I saw during the remainder of my residence in Assyria , fell before my walls were covered in, and so saturated the bricks that they did not dry again before the following spring. The consequence was, that the only verdure, on which my eyes were permitted to feast before my return to Europe , was furnished by my own property - the walls in the interior of the rooms being continually clothed with a crop of grass.

Austen Henry Layard from Nineveh , 1867

-------------------------------------------

Nineveh

·  Mentioned as early as 1700 BCE by Hammurabi
· Sennacherib made Nineveh his capital in 703BCE*

· Reached the height of its grandeur under Assurbanipal

· Empire included all of Babylonia, north to Syria and Palestine and east to the mountains

· Capital of an empire for less than 100 years

· Destroyed in 612 BCE by the Medes, Persians and Babylonians
-------------------------------

NAHUM 3

     Woe to the bloody city! It is all full of lies and robbery; the prey departeth not; 

    The horseman lifteth up both the bright sword and the glittering spear: and there is a multitude of slain, and a great number of carcasses, and there is none end of their corpses; they stumble upon their corpses; 

    Behold, I am against thee saith the Lord of hosts; and I will discover thy skirts upon thy face, and I will shew the nations thy nakedness, and the kingdoms thy shame. 

    And it shall come to pass, that all they that look upon thee shall flee from thee, and say, Nineveh is laid waste; who will bemoan her? 

---------------------------------
ZEPHANIAH 2

13. And he will stretch out his hand against the north, and destroy Assyria : and will make Nineveh a desolation, and dry like a wilderness.

14. And flocks shall lie down the midst of her, all the beasts in the nations: both the cormorant and the bittern shall lodge in the upper lintels of it, their voice shall sing in the windows; desolation shall be in the thresholds; for he shall uncover the cedar work.

----------------------------------   

· Assurbanipal’s  library included books on poetry, literature, history, medicine, astronomy, philosophy as well as records of business transactions and government bureaucracy

“The Epic of Gilgamesh”
· Found by Hormuzd Rassam in the Library of Assurbanipal

George Smith -- spent his evenings studying the Assyrian texts at the British Museum

And found a story of a great flood…

· …but the end of the story was missing
· A London newspaper offered to pay a great sum to anyone who would go to Kuyunjik and find the missing tablets

· George Smith accepted


 the challenge

· And found the end of 
the story…
Robert Koldewey   (1855 -1925)
· German teacher of architecture -- student of archaeology and the history of art 

· Excavated at Lesbos and Sicily
· Began excavating at Babylon in 1898

· Knew much more about what he was finding than earlier excavators

· Credited with discovering the Hanging Gardens of Babylon and the Tower of Babel

-------------------------------

Herodotus (484-425 BCE) on Babylon

(translated by George Rawlinson)

179....they proceeded to construct the wall itself, using throughout for their cement hot bitumen, and interposing a layer of wattled reeds at every thirtieth course of the bricks.[6] On the top, along the edges of the wall, they constructed buildings of a single chamber facing one another, leaving between them room for a four-horse chariot to turn. In the circuit of the wall are a hundred gates, all of brass, with brazen lintels and side-posts.

180. The city is divided into two portions by the river which runs through the midst of it. This river is the Euphrates , a broad, deep, swift stream, which rises in Armenia , and empties itself into the Erythraean sea. The city wall is brought down on both sides to the edge of the stream: thence, from the corners of the wall, there is carried along each bank of the river a fence of burnt bricks.

The houses are mostly three and four stories high; the streets all run in straight lines, not only those parallel to the river, but also the cross streets which lead down to the water-side. At the river end of these cross streets are low gates in the fence that skirts the stream, which are, like the great gates in the outer wall, of brass, and open on the water.

------------------------------------------
Ernest de Sarzec (1832-1901) 
· French diplomat in the Persian Gulf

· Dug at Telloh, about 155 miles south of Baghdad 

· Found first traces of the ‘predicted’ Sumerians
---------------------------------------

Leonard Woolley (1880 – 1960)
· British archaeologist
· Carchemish 
(1912-14) 

· Egyptian site of Tel-el-Amarna 
(1921-22). 
· Led the joint British Museum and University of Pennsylvania excavation of Ur in Mesopotamia (1922-34) 

· Excavated at the Biblical Ur of Chaldees in the 1920s, legendary home of Abraham, the Patriarch
· Genesis 11:31 And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran his son's son, and Sarai his daughter in law, his son Abram's wife; and they went forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and dwelt there. 
· Genesis 15:7 And he said unto him, I [am] the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees 
· Ancient burial pits at Ur, including 16 royal tombs 

-----------------------------

THE Flood

·  Woolley found a thick sand layer beneath the ruins of Ur (1929ff)

· The Biblical flood?

· The flood named in the Sumerian King List? 

· Other theories?

· http://mcclungmuseum.utk.edu/specex/ur/ur-flood.htm
-------------------------------

        Woolley and his followers, particularly Samuel Noah Kramer, also catalogued the many "firsts" of Sumer : 

History Begins at Sumer   Samuel Noah Kramer
--------------------------------------------------

 Biblical Archaeology
Kathleen Kenyon
 

· a major name in Palestinian archaeology

· Excavated at Jericho From 1952 to 1958 

· Her methodology has 
been just as influential as her findings

Kenyon received worldwide 
attention because…
· Jericho well known from the dramatic Bible story – and she unravelled thousands of years of human settlement 

· Her methodology influenced
generations of archaeologists
------------------------

· Agatha Christie
in Baghdad
   Murder in Mesopotamia

--------------------------------

Why so long to discover riches
of Mesopotamia?
Why was so much of the excavation French and English ?
---------------------------------

Today’s lecture sought to highlight….
· the variety of interest and opportunity that brought people to the ANE

· the various types of expertise required to make sense of the artefacts being unearthed

· the effect these discoveries had on the modern world

· the effect these discoveries had on the fledgling science of archaeology
