CLAS 3305 lecture 7 overheads   Egypt

Where is Phrygia?
· Psammetichos having become king desired to know what men had come into being first…

· Story in Herodotus 

--------------------

 Mummies in the movies…
· Almost 500 movies, television films and series…

· From Abbott and Costello to Sherlock Holmes to Doctor Who to…
--------------------

Herodotus of Hallicarnassus

Considered the Father of History

Herodotus visited Egypt about 450-440 BCE.

He wrote, "The Nile is the Gift of Osiris, 
but Egypt is the gift of the Nile."

------------------------

Egyptian prayer…
· Be greeted, Nile


Arising here


From the Earth,


Come to keep


Egypt alive

---------

· delta called Lower Egypt 

· valley called Upper Egypt
--------------

Farming along the Nile

The rest of the country is clearly uninhabited
mostly uninhabitable

--------------

Neolithic Age 

Earliest development along the Fayum Lake

--------------

Neolithic Development  5000 - 3100 B.C. 
------------------------------------------------------- 

Egypt:  4000 B.C.
· Sowed grain in the silt left behind by the floods

· Raised animals -- sheep, goats and cattle, dogs for hunting and donkeys for carting

· Planted and wove flax for cloth (linen)
· Fashioned clay pots and vessels

· Built shelters of mud and reeds 

---------------

· Drained swamps for farmland

· Utilized copper for tools and weapons

· Constructed boats from papyrus bundles

· Workedstone (vases and jewelry etc.)

· Based their life on the river


(as in Mesopotamia)
-----------

Egypt’s neighbours…
----------

Gerzean period:
· covers the three centuries from about 3400 to 3050 BC and marks a far more sophisticated society and economy than what went before. 

· familiar cycle of food production leading to increased population leading to increased food production….
----------------

Mesopotamian influence:       
3250 B.C.
· cylinder seals

· trade goods (beads and semi-precious     stones)

· brick construction methods

· Mesopotamian-style shipbuilding

· (possibly idea of writing imported as well -- actual symbols native, however)

---------------

· Earliest tombs in Egypt resembled Mesopotamian Ziggurats

· Step Pyramid of King Djoser (near modern-day Cairo)
-------------------------------------------

Union of Egypt 3100 BC

Menes (son of Narmer or Narmer himself) defeated the King of Lower Egypt (the Delta)

Established his capital at Memphis in Upper Egypt

began a dynastic period lasting for 3000 years

*(Menes is half-legendary)

-------------------------------------------------

The Narmer Palette…

------------------

        Divisions of Egyptian History 

                    to 3100 BCE Pre-dynastic period 

                    to 2700       Archaic 

                    to 2200        Old Kingdom (Pyramid Age) 

                    to 2052       First Intermediate 

                    to 1786       Middle Kingdom 

                    to 1575       Second Intermediate 

                    to 1087        New Kingdom 

                    to 30             Hellenistic period 

                    to 395 A.D.     Roman period 

                    *Dates approximate 

----------------
Manetho king lists...

First dynasty: Menes 3100 BCE

(3000 years of names.)

Last dynasty: The Ptolemies 331 BCE

Manetho list often inaccurate, but..

-----------------------------------------------------

OLD KINGDOM 2700 - 2200 BCE

Government in Egypt met two main needs

1. keep the country strong

2. keep the country unified

--------------

Scribes

·  5th Dynasty

· 18th Dynasty 

--------------
Religion in Egypt

· many gods in animal form
(perhaps originally clan totems)

Hathor                     Sekhmet

-------------------------
Hathor…

· A squatting woman giving birth, assisted by two goddesses (Hathor and Taweret), 
from the Temple of Hathor at Dendera 

http://touregypt.net/featurestories/mothers.htm

--------------------------------------------------

Horus

-------------

Eye of Horus
--------------

Osiris

· Fertility Myth Cycle

· Sister-wife Isis

-----------

The Goddess Nut

Prayer to Nut...

The King's Daughter, God's Wife, King's Great Wife, Lady of the Two Lands, Hatshepsut, says "O my mother Nut, stretch thyself over me, that thou mayest place me among the imperishable stars which are in thee, and that I may not die."

in Hatshepsut's temple (in New Kingdom times):

--------------------------------------------------------

Heliopolitan Creation Story...

In the beginning are the Ogdoad (snakes and frogs representing primeval chaos)

Atum arises out of the primeval sea to bring them into order

Atum fertilizes himself and gives birth to air and moisture

Air and moisture give birth to Geb and Nut

Geb and Nut give birth to Osiris and Isis and to Seth and Nepthys

(version told at Heliopolis)

--------------------------------------------------------

Memphite Creation Story...

Ptah (local god of Memphis) is equated with the primeval ocean

Ptah creates Atum (and all the other gods) by divine word

Ptah civilizes mankind


"And so Ptah rested after he had made everything"

---------------------------------------------------------------

Khnum, the potter…
------------------------------------------

Pyramids: Symbols of the Old Kingdom

-------------

Tomb paintings…
--------------

Men fear time, but time fears the pyramids







Arab proverb
------------

Dr. Mark Lehner

Excavating near the Great Pyramid:Looking for the city of workers

-----------------

The First Intermediate Period

Decline followed by troubled times


Political disorder

Loss of central authority

General lawlessness

Foreign immigration

Degeneration of mummification technique

--------------------------------------------------

From Admonitions of Ipuwer:

"The fruitful water of the Nile is flooding, 
The fields are not cultivated,
Robbers and tramps wander about and 
Foreign people invade the country from everywhere.
Diseases rage and women are barren.
All social order has ceased,
Taxes are not paid and
Temples and palaces are being insulted.
Those who once were veiled by splendid garments, are now ragged.
Noble women wander around the country and lament:
"If only we would have something to eat."
Men throw themselves in the jaws of crocodiles -
So out of one's senses are people in their horror.
Laughter has ceased everywhere.
Mourning and lament are in its place.
Both old and young wish they are dead."


"Men don't any more sail to north, to Byblos.
"Where do we now get our cedar for our mummy coffins and oil to balm?""

Translated, collected by TN.

-------------------------------------------------- 

 The Middle Kingdom (2052 - 1786 BCE)

Artistic development

Increasing military presence

Increasingly independent nobility

Expanding civil service

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

    pyramids protected body

    pyramid texts protected the soul

------------------------------------------------- 

Selection from the Egyptian Book of the Dead

THE CHAPTER WHICH MAKETH A MAN TO REMEMBER HIS NAME IN KHERT-NETER. [The deceased] saith:- Let my name be given to me in the Great House (Per-ur), and let me remember my name in the House of Fire (Per Neser), on the night wherein the years are counted up, and the number of the months is told. I am dwelling with the Divine One, I take my seat on the eastern side of the sky. If any god cometh after me, I shall be able to declare his name forthwith.

THE CHAPTER OF GIVING A HEART TO THE OSIRIS ANI IN KHERT-NETER . He saith:- Let my heart be with me in the House of Hearts. Let my heart- case be with me in the House of heart-cases. Let my heart be with me, and let it rest in [me or] I shall not eat the cakes of Osiris in the eastern side of the Lake of Flowers , nor have a boat wherein to float down the river, nor a boat to sail up the river to thee, nor be able to embark in a boat with thee. Let my mouth be to me that I may speak therewith. Let my legs be to me that I may walk therewith. Let my arms be to me that I may overthrow the foe therewith. Let the two doors of the sky be opened to me. May Keb, the Erpat of the gods, open his jaws to me. May he open my two eyes which are blinded by swathings. May he make me to lift up my legs in walking which are tied together. May Anpu make my thighs to become vigorous. May the goddess Sekhmet raise me, and lift me up. Let me ascend into heaven, let that which I command be performed in Het-ka-Ptah. I know how to use my heart. I am master of my heart-case. I am master of my hands and arms. I am master of my legs. I have the power to do that which my KA desireth to do. My Heart-soul shall not be kept a prisoner in my body at the gates of Amentet when I would go in in peace and come forth in peace.

RUBRIC I: These words are to be said over a scarab of green stone encircled with a band of refined copper, and [having] a ring of silver; which shall be placed on the neck of the Khu (the deceased), etc.

RUBRIC II (From the Papyrus of Nu, Sheet 21): If this Chapter be known [by the deceased] he shall be declared a speaker of the truth both upon earth and in Khert-Neter, and he shall be able to perform every act which a living human being can perform. Now it is a great protection which hath been given by the god. This Chapter was found in the city of Khemenu upon the slab of ba, which was inlaid with [letters of] genuine lapis-lazuli, and was under the feet of [the statue] of the god, during the reign of His Majesty, the King of the South and North, Menkaura (Mycerinus), true of word, by Prince Herutataf, who found it during a journey which he made to inspect the temples. One Nekht was with him who was diligent in making him to understand it, and he brought it to the king as a wonderful object when he perceived that it was a thing of great mystery, [the like of] which had never [before] been seen or looked upon. This Chapter shall be recited by a man who is ceremonially clean and pure, who hath not eaten the flesh of animals, or fish, and who hath not had intercourse with women. And behold, thou shalt make a scarab of green stone, with a rim [plated] with gold, which shall be placed above the heart of a man, and it shall perform for him the "opening of the mouth." And thou shalt anoint it with myrrh unguent, and thou shalt recite over it the following words of magical power.

THE CHAPTER OF NOT LETTING THE HEART-SOUL OF A MAN BE SNATCHED AWAY FROM HIM IN KHERT-NETER.

THE CHAPTER OF DRINKING WATER IN KHERT-NETER.

THE CHAPTER OF DRINKING WATER AND OF NOT BEING BURNT UP BY FIRE [IN KHERT-NETER].

THE CHAPTER OF NOT BEING BOILED IN FIRE. Nu saith:- I am the paddle which is equipped, wherewith Ra transported the Aged Gods, which raised up the emissions of Osiris from the Lake of blazing fire, and he was not burned.

THE CHAPTER OF NOT LETTING THE HEART OF A MAN BE SNATCHED AWAY FROM HIM IN KHERT-NETER . The Osiris Ani, whose word is truth, saith:- Get thee back, O messenger of every god! Art thou come to [snatch away] my heart-case which liveth? My heart-case which liveth shall not be given unto thee. [As] I advance, the gods hearken unto my propitiation [prayer] and they fall down on their faces [whilst] they are on their own land.

THE CHAPTER OF BREATHING THE AIR AND OF HAVING POWER OVER WATER IN KHERT-NETER.

THE CHAPTER OF NOT DYING A SECOND TIME IN KHERT-NETER . The Osiris Ani saith:- My hiding place is opened, my hiding place is opened. The Spirits fall headlong in the darkness, but the Eye of Horus hath made me holy, and Upuati hath nursed me. I will hide myself among you, O ye stars which are imperishable. My brow is like the brow of Ra. My face is open. My heart-case is upon its throne, I know how to utter words. In very truth I am Ra himself. I am not a man of no account. I am not a man to whom violence can be done. Thy father liveth for thee, O son of Nut. I am thy son, O great one, I have seen the hidden things which are thine. I am crowned upon my throne like the king of the gods. I shall not die a second time in Khert-Neter.

THE CHAPTER OF NOT ROTTING IN KHERT-NETER.

RUBRIC: If this Chapter be known by the deceased he shall never see corruption in Khert-Neter.

 ----------------------------------------

 Second Intermediate Period 
(1786 - 1575 BCE)

Hyksos: shepherd kings

rulers of foreign countries

Ahmose:

Rids the country of the Hyksos

Founds the 18th dynasty

--------------------------------------------------------------

The New Kingdom

· Queen Hatshepsut

· Akhenaten

· Ramses    

---------------------

Queen Hatshepsut
· Ginés Quiñonero
----------------

Tel el Amarna (circa 1365 BCE)

· Akhetaten:  New capital built by Akhenaten
-------------

Worship of the Aten

------------

Akhenaten: born Amenhotep IV

Philosopher King
Built Akhetaten
Worshipped the Aten

--------------------------------------------------------

Representation of Akhenaton

---------------

Amarna Art

-------------

Akhenaton’s family

----------

Nefertiti grieves....

Lamentations

Akhenaton's widow left these words for him: 


'I am thy wife O great one-do not leave me! 
Is it thy good pleasure, O my brother, 
That I should go far from thee? 
How can it be that I go away alone? 
I say: "I accompany thee, O thou who didst like to converse with me." 
But thou remainest silent and speaketh not!'

------------------------------------------------------

Tutankhaten becameTutankhamun 

------------------

After Amarna...

"Skepticism, gloom, and passivity replaced optimism and joy in the inscriptions, and men's care for their afterlife became steadily more a matter of desperate ritual and magic."

Chester Starr p. 94

----------------------------------------------------------------

Abu Simbel    (Ramses II)

-----------------

Ozymandias

I met a traveler from an antique land

Who said: Two vast and trunkless legs of stone

Stand in the desert. Near them, on the sand,

Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown,

And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,

Tell that its sculptor well those passions read,

Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,

The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed,

And on the pedestal these words appear:

"My name is Ozymandias, King of Kings:

Look upon my works, ye Mighty, and despair!"

Nothing beside remains. Round the decay

Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare

The lone and level sands stretch far away.

-Percy Bysshe Shelley

1792-1822

----------------------------------------------- 

Riddle of the Sphinx

What walks on four feet in the morning, two feet in the day and three feet in the evening?

-----------------

Valley of the Kings 1903

-----------------

Tutankhamun’s treasure

----------------

Luxor Temple (ancient Thebes)

· Built by a succession of Kings including Ramses II
---------------

Temple of Amun at Karnak

--------------

Wisdom Literature -- similarities to the Book of Proverbs

In Egyptian:

        Give thy ears, hear what is said, 

        Give thy heart to understand them. 

        To put them in thy heart is worthwhile. . . 

        Let them rest in the casket of thy belly. . . 

        They shall be a mooring-stake for thy tongue. 

In Proverbs:

        Incline thy ear and hear my words, 

        And apply thy heart to apprehend. 

        For it is pleasant if thou keep them in thy belly, 

        That they may be fixed like a peg upon they lips. 

  -----------------------------------------------

Egyptian worldview…
· Tradition supports the status quo

· Almost unbroken linguistic and cultural unity supports the status quo

· Pervasiveness of the past supports the status quo

· Religion supports the status quo

Everything encouraged conformity… 
-------------------

· Egypt is good…

· Foreigners are bad…
--------------------------------

Herodotus on Egypt Book 2    (Internet Classics Archive)

Concerning Egypt itself I shall extend my remarks to a great length, because there is no country that possesses so many wonders, nor any that has such a number of works which defy description. Not only is the climate different from that of the rest of the world, and the rivers unlike any other rivers, but the people also, in most of their manners and customs, exactly reverse the common practice of mankind. The women attend the markets and trade, while the men sit at home at the loom; and here, while the rest of the world works the woof up the warp, the Egyptians work it down; the women likewise carry burthens upon their shoulders, while the men carry them upon their heads. They eat their food out of doors in the streets, but retire for private purposes to their houses, giving as a reason that what is unseemly, but necessary, ought to be done in secret, but what has nothing unseemly about it, should be done openly. A woman cannot serve the priestly office, either for god or goddess, but men are priests to both; sons need not support their parents unless they choose, but daughters must, whether they choose or no.

In other countries the priests have long hair, in Egypt their heads are shaven; elsewhere it is customary, in mourning, for near relations to cut their hair close: the Egyptians, who wear no hair at any other time, when they lose a relative, let their beards and the hair of their heads grow long. All other men pass their lives separate from animals, the Egyptians have animals always living with them; others make barley and wheat their food; it is a disgrace to do so in Egypt, where the grain they live on is spelt, which some call zea. Dough they knead with their feet; but they mix mud, and even take up dirt, with their hands. They are the only people in the world- they at least, and such as have learnt the practice from them- who use circumcision. Their men wear two garments apiece, their women but one. They put on the rings and fasten the ropes to sails inside; others put them outside. When they write or calculate, instead of going, like the Greeks, from left to right, they move their hand from right to left; and they insist, notwithstanding, that it is they who go to the right, and the Greeks who go to the left. They have two quite different kinds of writing, one of which is called sacred, the other common.

They are religious to excess, far beyond any other race of men, and use the following ceremonies:- They drink out of brazen cups, which they scour every day: there is no exception to this practice. They wear linen garments, which they are specially careful to have always fresh washed. They practise circumcision for the sake of cleanliness, considering it better to be cleanly than comely. The priests shave their whole body every other day, that no lice or other impure thing may adhere to them when they are engaged in the service of the gods. Their dress is entirely of linen, and their shoes of the papyrus plant: it is not lawful for them to wear either dress or shoes of any other material. They bathe twice every day in cold water, and twice each night; besides which they observe, so to speak, thousands of ceremonies. They enjoy, however, not a few advantages. They consume none of their own property, and are at no expense for anything; but every day bread is baked for them of the sacred corn, and a plentiful supply of beef and of goose's flesh is assigned to each, and also a portion of wine made from the grape. Fish they are not allowed to eat; and beans- which none of the Egyptians ever sow, or eat, if they come up of their own accord, either raw or boiled- the priests will not even endure to look on, since they consider it an unclean kind of pulse. Instead of a single priest, each god has the attendance of a college, at the head of which is a chief priest; when one of these dies, his son is appointed in his room.

http://classics.mit.edu/Herodotus/history.2.ii.html
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