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CLAS 3305 Lecture 8  Israel 

Who were the Canaanites?

-----------------------

Byblos:

Claims to be the oldest inhabited city in the world

(since 5000 BCE)

Legendary home of the God, El

Place where the linear alphabet was invented (linear = made up of lines (not unlike Braille, morse code or cuneiform)

---------------------

The port from which the Cedars of Lebanon were shipped to Egypt

--------------------

Two way influence…

Anthropoid coffins from Deir el-Balah (Israel 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.bu.edu/anep/DeirelBalah.jpg" \t "_parent" Museum, Jerusalem) 

http://www.bu.edu/anep/LB.html 

---------------------------

Canaanite City-States

(in present-day Syria , Lebanon , Israel and Jordan )

Ugarit , Byblos , Sidon , Tyre ,

Ashkelon , Shechem, Jerusalem

· common language and culture, but relatively independent (and never organized into a single political unit) 

· important role in the development of civilization in the ANE

· the bridge across which much of Mesopotamian culture and technology crossed to Egypt 

 ------------------------------------

Another iffiness of archaeology story

Ancient Ugarit discovered in 1929

known as Ras Shamra (Hill of Fennel)

2nd Millenium BCE outpost of Canaanite culture

--------------------------------------------------

Treasure trove found at ugarit :

· legends, myths, epics 

· temple lists: offerings, supplies, personnel 

· legal and commercial documents 

· ritual texts 

· diplomatic correspondence 

· dictionaries 

· veterinary remedies 

------------------------

Only major find of Ugaritic literary texts

Excavated by the French in the 1930s

library dates from 1375 - 1345 B.C. 
(500 years before the Library of Ashurbanipal)

largest collection in library of the chief priest of Baal (Vatican Library of those days??)

------------------------------

Psalm 82

1  God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among the gods. 

2 How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons of the wicked? Selah. 

3 Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy. 

4 Deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of the wicked. 

5 They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the foundations of the earth are out of course.

6 I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High. 

7 But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes. 

8 Arise, O God, judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all nations.

-----------------------

Canaanite Pantheon

El
Father of the Gods

 ------------------------------------------------

El a common noun meaning god

Many names in the Bible with El root

Elijah: my God is Jehovah

Elihu: He is my God

Elisha: God is salvation

Elizabeth : Godly

Compare Allah (also means god)

generic name for god -- we simply say god as well

------------------------

Baal
Son of El

Baal originally a fertility god and the patron of Ugarit

often pictured with lightning, clouds, wind and rain -- storm god - (like Enlil)

----------------------

Yam
  Yam is another son of El (perhaps the more beloved son)

· Perhaps more beloved than Baal

· Yam identified with the sea

· Also called Prince of Rivers
----------------------

Anat
Daughter of El
· Sister and lover of Baal

· Goddess of love and war 
(like Inanna and Ishtar)



· Her chief epithet 
is “Virgin”

-------------------------
Asherah
El's consort -- mother of the gods

Father of El's children, but keeps her own house - bullies El

Mentioned as a Canaanite goddess in Judges 2

----------------------

Mot
great opponent of Baal: Personified Death

damp, watery place called Muck or Phlegm, Swamp, Sanatorium

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mythology in the land of Canaan

Premier story concerns Ba'al's battle with Yam

Baal  vs. Yam And the

7-headed dragon Lotan  

Leviathan in the Bible
Isaiah 27:1

On that day, The LORD will punish with his sword that is cruel, great, and strong, Leviathan the fleeing serpent, Leviathan the coiled serpent; and he will slay the dragon that is in the sea.

-------------------------------
Psalms 74:13

74:13 Thou didst divide the sea by thy strength: thou brakest the heads of the dragons in the waters.

74:14 Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in pieces

-------------------------------------------

Isaiah 51: 9-10

"It was You who hacked Rahab in pieces, that pierced the Dragon / it was you who divided up the waters of the great deep"

(This event perhaps the source of the story of the Division of the Reed (Red) Sea)

--------------------------

 Fertility Myths.....

Sumerian Inanna

Babylonian Ishtar

Egyptian Isis

 
The death of a god 

    
the quest of the goddess 

    
triumphant return to the divine 

------------------------------------

Comparisons to the Bible:

Ba'al myth:

"Let me tell you, Prince Baal

let me repeat, Rider on the clouds:

behold, your enemy, Baal

  behold, you will kill your enemy,

  behold, you will annihilate your foes.

You will take your eternal kingship,

  your dominion forever and ever"

compare Psalm 92:9

Behold, your enemies, Yahweh

  behold, your enemies have perished,

  all evildoers have been scattered.

Psalm 145:13

Your kingdom is an eternal kingdom,

  your rule is forever and ever.

----------------------------------

Caanan 
Parts of Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, and Trans-Jordan 
---------------

Why no Canaanite Civilization?

Political Domination:
Population Disruption:

 ----------------------------

Who were the Hebrews?

Habiru, Apiru, Khabiri 
Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites

----------------------------

The Biblical story of the Hebrews is divided into 4 sections

    * The Age of the Patriarchs (from the 17 th C.)

    * The Exodus, conquest and settlement (probably the 13 th C)

    * The Monarchy   (10 th C on)

    * The post-exilic period

---------------------------------

A matter of names…

The name Hebrews came to be replaced with the national name of Israelites after the Exodus

Hebrew (early name before the Exodus -- now only the language)

Israelites (name after the Exodus)

Israel (from the surname of Jacob, father of the Twelve Tribes)

Jew (from Judah, the fourth son of Jacob)

----------------------------------------

Abraham the Patriarch...

Departed from Ur of the Chaldees
Genesis 12

1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram , Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee:

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:

3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

4 So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran .

-------------------------------------

Egypt the Breadbasket...

Genesis 12: 10 Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to Egypt to reside there as an alien, for the famine was severe in the land.

People travelling in search of food a common theme...

        Jacob also sent his sons to Egypt as the result of a different drought 
(Genesis 42 ff)

        1   Now when Jacob saw that there was corn in Egypt , Jacob said unto his sons, Why do ye look one upon another?

        2   And he said, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in Egypt : get you down thither, and buy for us from thence; that we may live, and not die. Acts 7.12

This is the story told in Joseph and the Technicolour Dreamcoat ( with some license of course)

----------------------------

Exodus 1: 

        7 And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and the land was filled with them. 


        8 Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph. 


        9 And he said unto his people, Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more and mightier than we: 


        10 Come on, let us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply, and it come to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight against us, and so get them up out of the land. 


        11 Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses. 
  

------------------------------------

Moses parting the Red Sea

Defining moment in Hebrew History

Does it matter whether it happened?

---------------------------------------------

Covenant an important relationship

Impetus for moral improvement

Impetus for spiritual improvement

Impetus for social control

-----------------------------------------------

Jericho…

And the walls came tumbling down…
-------------------------

The Time of the Judges...

Deborah, Samson, Samuel and Eli notable

But no centralized authority:

"In those days there was no king in Israel, every man did what was right in his own eyes"

Judges 17:6 ;    21:25

-------------------------------------

Historical books of Samuel and Kings tell the story

approx. 1.000 B.C. Israel became a monarchy

The Monarchy – Saul 11th C BCE


Art:   Rembrandt
17th C. CE

Saul 1025 B.C.

------------------------
King David
(David and Goliath)

--------------------------------

greatest King of Israel (but new research suggests he may have been just a tribal chieftain)

------------------------------

Succeeded by Solomon :

    name derives from Shalom --- peace

    noted for his wisdom -- name still invoked

          taught law and order --- assured peace 

Queen of Sheba

I Kings 10: 1-13
The Pentateuch

Canaanite Deities…
After Solomon’s death, ten of the twelve tribes broke away and formed the Kingdom of Israel -- 

-----------------------

The Divided Kingdom

Israel in the north  (10 tribes)

Judah in the south  (2 tribes)
---------------------------

Injustice denounced by the prophet Elijah

 Naboth’s Vineyard….
"Have you murdered, and you will take possession too?"

"In the place where the dogs licked the blood of Naboth, the dogs shall lick your own blood" I Kings 21:19

---------------------------------------

The Prophet:  Hosea

Samaria shall bear her guilt,


Because she had rebelled against her God.


They shall fall by the sword,


Their infants shall be dashed in pieces


And their pregnant women ripped open.


Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God,


For you have stumbled in your iniquity.  






(Hosea 14:1   13:16ff)
-------------------------------

The Ten Lost Tribes

----------------------------

The prophets railed against foreign entanglements

"some of your sons who are born to you shall be taken captive, and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon " (II Kings 20:16 Isaiah 39:6-7)

described Israel : as "mixing herself among the nations. . . like a silly dove, without understanding" Hosea 7:8-11

-----------------------------------

The Prophets used the fate of Israel to warn Judah to depend on the strength of the Lord or else:

I will make of Samaria heaps in the fields, 
A place for planting vineyards, 
And I will pour down her stones into the valley, 
And her foundations I will uncover

The godly man has perished from the land,

And the upright among men is no more. They all lie in wait for blood,

And each stalks his brother with a net (Micah 1:6)

-----------------------

Babylonian military rule extended over Syria, Palestine and Mesopotamia
-------------------------------

Judah:   
Babylonian Captivity: borne off to Babylon by King Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BCE

---------------------------- 

The iffiness of Archaeology

· German excavations at Babylon uncovered some 300 cuneiform tablets      early in 20th C.    ---   stored in museum basement for many years

· Dusted off one day during Nazi regime -- found to contain exact same story of Jehoiachin and his treatment at Babylonian hands

---------------------------------------

Homesickness…

"By the water of Babylon , there we sat down

and wept when we remembered Zion ."

-----------------------------------

Psalm 137 KJV
1 By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion.

2 We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof.

3 For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion.

4 How shall we sing the LORD's song in a strange land?

5 If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.

6 If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.

7 Remember, O LORD, the children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem; who said, Rase it, rase it, even to the foundation thereof.

8 O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy shall he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us.

9 Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones.

--------------------------

Biblical connections…

Babylonian Captivity:  

For Hebrews, the time between the fall of Jerusalem in 586 to rebuilding of the Temple in 516 B.C.     (70 years)


Jeremiah 25:11
------------------------------

Babylonian Captivity….Jeremiah 25
8 Therefore the LORD Almighty says this: "Because you have not listened to my words, 

9 I will summon all the peoples of the north and my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon," declares the LORD, "and I will bring them against this land and its inhabitants and against all the surrounding nations. I will completely destroy them and make them an object of horror and scorn, and an everlasting ruin. 

-----------------------

Jeremiah advised them to make the best of a bad situation:

            Thus says the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel [usual beginning] to all the exiles whom I have exiled from Jerusalem to Babylon : build yourselves houses, and dwell in them, and plant gardens, and eat their fruit. Take yourselves wives and have sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters and multiply there and be not diminished. And seek the welfare of the city to which I have exiled you, and pray to the Lord for it; for in its welfare shall you have welfare. (Jeremiah 29:4 ff)

-------------------------------

Nebuchaddnezzar:  the rest of the story…

Artist William Blake
Daniel 4:31

--------------------------------------------

 King Belshazzar’s Feast

Daniel 5
5  Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace. The king watched the hand as it wrote. 

6  His face turned pale and he was so frightened that his knees knocked together and his legs gave way. 

Artist:  Rembrandt

------------------------

The Handwriting on the Wall…

MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN

numbered, numbered, weighed, divided. 

--------------------------

Eschatological myth -- story about the end of things – 

Religion, mythology, the Bible, prophecy

Two later lectures–The Bible and the ANE



and Eschatology in the second term

-------------------------------

Deus ex machina….

God uses the Persian, Cyrus, to complete the story:

The Hebrews are sent home after their long captivity (after learning their lesson)

---------------------------

Cyrus Cylinder

Found by Hormuz Rassam in the 1890s

Sometimes referred to as the world’s first Bill of Rights -- 

But perhaps only following in the tradition of other ANE rulers broadcasting their reforms
538 BCE: Cyrus: Edict of Liberation:

Thus says Cyrus King of Persia : All the kingdoms of the earth has the Lord, the God of heaven, given me; and he has charged me to build Him a house in Jerusalem , which is in Judah . Whosoever there is among you of all His people -- his God be with him -- let him go up to Jerusalem " (Ezra 1:2-3)

This is the Bible version.   They are not the actual words in the Edict – but the Exiles were allowed to return to Israel
-------------------------------------------

[image: image1.png]



