PAGE  
10

CLAS 3305   Lecture 14  Creation    Overheads

Clas3305       U. Stange       Jan 2007

Week 13 COMPARATIVE MYTHOLOGY: CREATION

Read for this week

Genesis, Chapters 1, 2.and 3

Memphite Theology of Creation

The Creation Epic -- Enuma Elish

Cosmology: the origin and nature of the universe

------------------------------------------

Creation Analogies

Craftsmanship: artist, potter

Biology:               seeds, eggs

Authority:             powerful ruler

-------------------------------------------------

Egypt:
I am Khnum, your creator, My arms are around you, to steady your body, to safeguard your limbs. …. I am master of creation. I have created myself, the great ocean which came into being in past times, according to whose pleasure the Nile rises.

    For I am the master

who makes, …..

fashioner of everybody,

guide of each man to their hour.     



From the Famine Stele

------------------------------------

Blackfoot:

One day Old Man determined that he would make a woman and a child

he formed them both of clay

he said to the clay, "You must be people"

he covered the shapes and left

checked the next morning -- clay shapes had changed a little

second morning -- still more change,

third morning -- still more change

fourth morning -- removed coverings -- told shapes to get up and walk

they did

they walked to the river with Old Man and he told them his name

woman asked if her kind were to be immortal

Old Man did not know -- hadn't thought about it

Left to chance -- throw buffalo chip in the water

  yes if it floats, no if it sinks

woman doesn't want to live forever – throws stone instead

----------------------------------------------------------------

Biological Creation: The Cosmic Egg

----------------------------------------------------------------

Ancient Greece :

Chaos was the original confusion in which earth, sea, and air were mixed up together

personified by the Greeks as the most ancient of the gods.

In the beginning there was Eurynome

goddess of all things -- came from Chaos

she divided the sea from the sky -- air between

she was lonely -- played with the wind -- rubbed it between her hands -- formed serpent Ophion

turned herself into a dove -- laid the Universal Egg

Ophion coiled around the egg until it hatched

-----------------------------------------------------------------

China :

Pangu the giant

the universe began as a dark, egglike mass

Pangu split the egg, creating the sky and the earth

  kept them apart with his strength

When he died, his body changed

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Maori: New Zealand

----------------------------------------------------------

Egypt
Atum rises out of Nun, the primeval ocean

he sits upon the primeval hillock

brings the gods "who are in his following" into existence
Hebrew Creation Myth.

Different versions in Genesis J, E and P
God brings order out of chaos

God makes the world livable

J version: waterless waste

P version: watery chaos

J:

In the day when Yahweh God made earth and heaven and no plant of the field was yet in the earth, and no herb of the field had yet sprung up: for Yahweh God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. . .

In P version: (written after the Babylonian exile)

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

And the earth was without form, void; and the darkness was upon the face of the deep.

And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.

 Hebrew word for "the deep" is tehom (Hebrew variant of Tiamat ?-- Babylonian water-dragon         (primeval chaos) slain by Marduk?

----------------------------------------------------

Babylonian elements imported:

1) division into days (the Babylonian creation epic divided into six tablets, a seventh tablet ends

the cycle with words of praise for Marduk and his creation)

2) order of creation

 --------------------------------------------------------------- 

Creation of the Earth from the Body of Primeval Chaos

variant of  Order out of Chaos  

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Babylonian Enuma Elish

Marduk principal actor (Enlil in earlier Sumerian versions)

-----------------------------------------------------------------

The poem begins with a description of the universe as it was in the beginning:

 Tablet 1 (not in your text)

        When a sky above had not yet even been mentioned 

        and the name of firm ground below had not yet even been thought of; 

        when only primeval Apsu, their begetter, 

        and Mummu and Tiamat - she who gave birth to them all - 

        Were mingling their water in one; 

        When no bog had formed and no island could be found; 

        When no god whosoever had appeared, 

        Had been named by name, had been determined as to his lot, 

        Then were gods formed within them. 

Another version:

        When on high no heaven had been named 

        No earth called, No annunaki 

        There was nothing 

        Nothing but.. 

        Old Father Apsu and Mummu-Tiamat, Mother of all living 

        Two bodies of water becoming one. 

        No reed hut was erected, No marsh land drained, 

        No Igigi created, 

        No names called, 

        No tasks assigned. 

        The Lahmu and Lahamu were created 

        Their names were called. 

        Before they increased in wisdom and stature, 

        Anshar and Kishar were created, 

        Surpassing their ancestors! 

        Before they increased in wisdom and stature, 

        Anu was created; 

beginnings in watery chaos

consisting of intermingled elements: forms of water

Apsu (sweet waters)

Tiamat (salt sea)

Mummu, (cloud banks and mist (uncertain interpretation)

-------------------------------------- 

The young gods begin to make too much noise, disturbing Apsu's sleep

        Abhorent have become their ways to me, 

        I am allowed no rest by day, by night no sleep. 

        I will abolish, yea, I will destroy their ways, 

        that peace may reign again and we may sleep. 

he plots to destroy them

Tiamat tries to dissuade him – fears for her children

The young gods hear of this and run around aimlessly in their panic

Only the wise Ea-Enki can think what to do:

        He of supreme intelligence, skillful, ingenious, 

        Ea, who knows all things, saw through their scheme. 

        he formed, yea, he set up against it 

        the configuration of the universe, 

        and skilfully made his overpowering sacred spell. 

        Reciting it he cast it on the water (on Apsu) 

        poured slumber over him, so that he soundly slept. 

Ea takes Apsu's crown, his cloak of fiery rays and kills Apsu

establishes his abode above him

Marduk born in the next generation

Marduk born in the abode over the waters (in the original version it was undoubtedly Enlil, the wind god, born over the waters)

Marduk born in the Heart of Apsu – the sky

Tiamat, now angry at her children for their murder of her husband, comes back once more in an attempt to destroy the gods

Tiamat ranges all the forces of chaos against the young gods

        Tiamat 

        has borne monster serpents, 

        sharp toothed, with fang unsparing; 

        had filled their bodies with poison for blood. 

        Fierce dragons she has draped with terror, 

        crowned with flame and made like gods, 

        so that whoever looks upon them shall perish with fear, 

        and they, with bodies raised, will not turn back their breast. 

her second husband, the fearful Kingu, leads her forces

Marduk is begged to lead the forces against Tiamat

he agrees but makes a few demands:

        If I am to be your champion, 

        vanquish Tiamat, and save you, 

        then assemble and proclaim my lot supreme. 

        Sit down together joyful in Ubshuukkinna; 

        let me, like you, by word of mouth determine destiny, 

        so that whatever I decide shall not be altered, 

        and my spoken command shall not come back to me, 

        shall not be changed. 

The gods assemble to confer power on Marduk:

        They smacked their tongues and sat down to the feast; 

        They ate and drank, 

        Sweet drink dispelled their fears. 

        They sang for joy, drinking strong wine, 

        Carefree they grew, exceedingly, their hearts elated. 

        Of Marduk, of their champion, they decreed the destiny. 

Marduk's Victory Against Tiamat:

        And the lord stood upon Tiamat's hinder parts, 

        And with his merciless club he smashed her skull. 

        He cut through the channels of her blood, 

        And he made the north wind bear it away into secret places. . . 

        Then the lord rested, gazing upon her dead body, 

        . . . and devised a cunning plan. 

        He split her up like a flat fish into two halves; 

        One half of her he established as a covering for heaven. 

        He fixed a bolt, he stationed a watchman, 

        And bade them not to let her waters come forth. 

        He passed through the heavens, he surveyed the regions thereof, 

        and over against the Deep he set the dwelling of Nudimuud [Ea or Enki, god of the sweet water]; 

        And the Lord measured the structure of the Deep. . . 

    (from Campbell 's Hero with a Thousand Faces 287)

In Sumerian myth , the sky and the earth are forced apart by the air or wind

In Babylonian myth , the earth and sky are formed from the body of a goddess who is blown up with wind and then cut in half

-----------------------------------------------------------------

After his victory, Marduk occupies himself with organizing the universe

     •  he devises the calendar -- an important aspect of any agricultural community 

    •  sets the stars and planets in motion to keep track of time 

    •  he gives the moon its orders (p. 36, line 11) 

When Tablet VI begins, the gods have apparently asked Marduk to relieve them of the burden of toil (another familiar element from Sumerian myth)

    •  Marduk thinks of creating man (p. 36, tablet VI) 

after:   Thorkild Jacobsen in Theories of the Universe

        Milton K. Munitz ed.

-------------------------------------

Icelandic: The Veddas

a northern region of cold and ice meets a southern region of fire

ice melts -- drizzle congeals to rime -- rime melts and drips

from the drips life formed in the shape of a giant,  sleeping hermaphrodite 
named Ymir

the rime melted and dripped -- formed into a cow -- four streams of milk flowed from her udders -- nourished Ymir


The cow licked the  iceblocks -  life stirred  where she  licked

Of Ymir's flesh the earth was fashioned,

And of his sweat the sea;

Crags of his bones, trees of his hair,

and of his skull the sky.

Then of his bones the blithe gods made

Midgard for sons of men;

and of his brain the bitter-mooded

Clouds were all created.

 -----------------------------------------------------------------

Authoritative command: Creation by Word or Thought

-----------------------------------------------------------------

The idea of the Divine Word is one of the most enduring legacies from the Ancient Near East


Every major religion assumes that god has the power to create from nothing -- by willing it so -- to bring something into existence by speaking its name

------------------------------

Egyptian:

(Memphite version -- Ptah = local god)

    Hooke Middle Eastern Mythology 73

The Power of Ptah:

 "Every divine word came into existence by the thought of the heart and the commandment of the tongue."

 "When the eyes see, the ears hear, and the nose breathes, they report to the heart. It is the heart that brings forth every issue, and the tongue that repeats the thought of the heart. Thus were fashioned all the gods: even Aurm and his Ennead."

      Campbell Occidental Mythology 84

-------------------------------------
    •  Ptah fixes the destinies of mankind 

    •  he divides Egypt into provinces and cities 

    •  he assigns the local gods their places 

description of Ptah's labours of creation end with the words:

And so Ptah rested after he had made everything

-----------------------------------------------------------------

The Pre-Socratic philosophers: 6th C. B.C

 Miletus : Greek colony on Turkish coast

crossroads -- ferment -- cultural and religious ideas in profusion

if all the gods are equally good -- perhaps equally unnecessary

-------------------------------------------------------

Milesians: Thales, Anaximander, Anaximenes, Pythagoras

one of their greatest achievements:

     •  the separation of myth from the study of the origins of the world -- and the forces of order in the universe 

    •  substitution of physical ideas -- observation of nature 

---------------------------------------------------------

    •  removed supernatural -- made world materialistic 

    •  instead of deliberate design -- posited blind interplay of atoms 

------------------------------------------------------------

Thales :

  Thales: considered the founder of Greek, and

therefore European, philosophy


proposed the first natural cosmology --

identified water as the original substance (again (or still) that watery chaos)

water was the literal basis of the universe

all things were just water in different states

theories known only through writings of his successors

Anaximander: successor and pupil of Thales

taught that the original substance was not a particular substance like water, but rather the Apeiron (the unbounded or the infinite or indefinite)

other theories:

that the earth was unsupported

that life emerged from slime

that man must have evolved from some other species (which reached maturity faster)

Anaximenes: third after Thales

first principle and basic form of matter was air

changed form through condensation and rarefaction (refinement)

believed that earth and heavenly bodies were flat and floated on the air like leaves

Leucippus: Greek philosopher (also

from Miletus)


originator of the Atomistic cosmology

wrote a book called The Great World System

5th C...

Democritus: Greek philosopher (born in

Thrace)

developed Leucippus' atomistic philosophy

the world consists of an infinite number of minute particles (called atoms) whose different combinations account for the different properties and qualities of materials found in the earth

also wrote on ethics, physics, mathematics and music only fragments survive, however

influenced Epicurus and Lucretius

Jean Cocteau on Myth:

" I have always preferred myth to history, because history consists of truths which turn into lies, while myth consists of lies which turn into truths!"

Reading For Next week

Genesis 6,7,8 


"Deliverance of Mankind from Destruction" 
"The Deluge"
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