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CLAS 3305     Unit 17:  Death and the Afterlife

Eschatology:  theory of the end of the world

Different types of eschatological myth:

1. End of an age 

2. Personal death and judgment 

3. Apocalyptic visions 

Only Man understands that life is a journey

------------------------------------------

The afterlife is envisioned in many different ways.

sometimes it is a place of reward or punishment
sometimes it is just a place of waiting for rebirth
sometimes it is a distinctly nonphysical place

Similarities in Eschatological myths.

The afterlife as connected to a larger consciousness

The underworld as the source of new life

Personal Judgment of the Dead

Danger of eating or drinking in the Underworld

Mesopotamian Myths

Ereshkigal - goddess of the underworld


Sister of Inanna
--------------------------------------------

Egyptian Myths

Osiris is the resurrection god

ruler of the underworld

central figure in the afterlife myth

Heliopolitan myth cycle

based on the sun god  --   Ra

Osirian  myth cycle

based on the Osiris myth cycle

------------------------------

Heliopolitan myth cycle.  

Based at Heliopolis  -- city of the sun

Pharaoh was the incarnation of Horus

Horus the physical son of Ra


(therefore, divine)

Osirian myth cycle. 

eventually fused with earlier myths

remnants of the myth from many sources

pyramid texts -- coffin texts -- Book of the Dead

------------------------------

Geb, the earth god

Nut, the sky goddess


Geb and Nut give birth to Isis, Osiris, Set and Nepthys

-------------------------------

Anubis, son of Set or Osiris?

Osiris, Isis and Horus.

----------------------------------------

Osiris myth useful on many levels:

as heroic story of king of Egypt


as model of family love and loyalty


as offer of identity with Osiris, the god


as assurance of victory over death

-------------------------------

The Ka and the Ba.

Professional mourners.

The weighing of the heart.

Anubis and Thoth
-----------------------------------------------------------------

Iranian Myth:

from the Avesta (6th and 7th Cs BCE) 

and from the Pahlavi Texts (1000 yrs later (3rd to 6th Cs AD))

Judgment of the good

For three days and nights the soul sits beside the pillow of the body.  

And on the fourth day at dawn (the soul) ... 

will reach the lofty and awful Bridge of the Requiter 

to which every man whose soul is saved and every man whose soul is damned must come...

and it will (benefit by) the mediation of Mihr, Sros and Rasn, and will (needs submit) to the weighing of his deeds by the righteous Rasn...

and when the soul of the saved passes over that bridge, the breadth of the bridge appears to be one parsang broad... 

and his own good deeds come to meet him in the form of a young girl, more beautiful and fair than any girl on earth...

Then with his first step he bestrides the (heaven of) good thoughts, 

with his second, (the heaven of) good words, 

and with his third (the heaven of) good deeds; 

and with his fourth step he reaches the Endless Light which is all bliss...

And forever he dwells with the spiritual gods in all bliss for evermore.

Judgment of the evil

In the other case, when the soul is damned, 

his body after three days and nights, is carried off and dragged to the bridge by a demon and thence to hell.  

He is met by a "young girl who has no semblance of a young girl," 

passes through the three hells of evil thoughts, words, and deeds, 

and ends with his fourth step in the presence of Ahriman and the other demons.

From Kramer Mythologies of the Ancient World  p.  359    (blue edition)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hebrew Myths of Death

Death personified as Mawet  (from Canaanite Mot)
Image of the grim 
reaper also prevalent

Image from Bergman’s   The Seventh Seal


-----------------------------------------------------------

Japanese Netherworld
Izanagi (the male who invites) and Izanami (the female who invites) are the eighth pair of brothers and sisters to appear at the beginning of creation 
------------------------------------------

The Aztec Concept of the Hereafter…
· The abode of the rains

· The Place of the Wet Nurse Tree

· The Region of the Dead

· And for those who died in combat:   The Paradise of the Sun

-----------------------------------

Apocalyptic Mythology

Apocalypse = the Revelation of St. John the Divine regarding the end of the world 

apocalypse = the end of the world (or some other event of extreme violence and finality)

the term Apocalyptic (Greek root) means to uncover or disclose or reveal.

Same meaning as Revelation

---------------------------------
Millenialism
encouraged a millenialist mindset 

-------------------

millenial = one thousand years

in Christianity, the hope that Christ will come again in one thousand years

---------------------------------

Symbols of the antichrist…

Mikhail Gorbachev
------------------------------------------

the western view is essentially millenial


millenial = one thousand years


in christianity, the hope that Christ will come again in one thousand years

the eastern view is more cyclical


worlds begin and end with regularity -- not dependant on 
morality or final 

(judgment – Joseph Campbell talks about Indra opening and closing his eyes and bringing worlds into existence and blinking them out again)

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Indian Myth:  Brahma's "Day"

The earth has been created and destroyed many times -- only the gods know how many times

At the beginning of each cycle the world is created by Brahma

sustained by Vishnu

then destroyed by Shiva

Brahman, the Eternal One wakes each morning -- bringing a new world into creation
Joseph Campbell writes about this…
-------------------------------------------------------------

Norse Myth: the Twilight of the Gods

Ragnarok

one of the best known apocalyptic myths

retold in the Prose Edda (13th C.)
it is a familiar story with familiar elements:

earthquake, darkening of the sun, the rising of monsters, Armageddon, the cleansing fire, the renewal

Armageddon

:  the final battle at the end of the world between good and evil

***** Ken’s poem:   Fenrir

Fenrir

.

.

Fenrir, demonic offspring of Loki, fearsome wolf wild

And terrible, was young among the gods. Grew crazy

With the blood pulse of nebulae, would howl and wail

At the turning of the seasons, the growing of time. Fierce

Fenrir, to whom humans were insects, grew stronger than

Gods, till only one of the Masters, gentle Tyr, could

Control him. Fenrir, to whom constellations were moments,

Would chase after the sun: Fenrir would want so to catch

And devour the sun.

Odin in his wisdom saw

And said to Tyr, Fenrir's trust, `The wolf

Must be bound, must be bound to hold steady

The cosmic centre. Only you can feed him,

Only you does he trust; Fenrir too fierce

To be free. We must bind him and hold him

Before he can devour the sun.

.

Odin in his wisdom saw

And went to dwarves in their caves.

And the dwarves did spells:

Took the roots of mountains,

Noise of a slinking she-cat,

Breath of a fish, sigh of a woman

In heat - all the invisible powers

Of the revolving centre - and wound

A chain of might that looked but like

A simple silken cord

Yet was strong

As the winds of space.

.

And only Tyr could feed him,

And only Tyr could calm him,

Fenrir fearsome when he saw the bindings.

Only Tyr could ease him by swearing

The chain was but a symbol, and by

Putting his right hand full

Into the mouth of the wolf.

When the chain was looped over Fenrir,

He immediately tensed and tested its powers and found

It would not break and the sun

Would never be devoured and he would never

Move free and Fenrir took away Tyr's hand

And Tyr bled justly

For Tyr had lied.

.

And the cosmic centre held   .    another thousand years.

**********

----------------------------------------------

Zoroastrian Myth:  Judgment Day

from 6th C. AD     eastern Iran

after creation, time was divided into three-thousand-year epochs

each epoch saw the rise of a saviour (son of Zoroaster) -- limited effect

at the end of four such epochs, time would be complete

time of the final consummation

world would be purified by Saoshyant (final saviour)

During the 12,000 year period, Ahura-Mazda and Ahriman would struggle for power (and for the allegiance of human souls)

final outcome known, however

----------------------------------------------------

The Final Judgment

        (Ancient Iran)

transformation described as "ageless, immortal, undecaying, not-rotting, ever-living, ever-prospering, self-sufficient"

-----------------

again, clarified in the Pahlavi Books:

During the 12,000 year period, Ahura-Mazda and Ahriman would struggle for power (and for the allegiance of human souls)

final victory of Ahura Mazda over Ahriman   




(Ahura Mazda also known as Ohrmuz or Ohrmazd)

· World would be purified by Saoshyant (final saviour)

· Removal of all traces of evil

· Regeneration of the world

· Recreation in purity

· Resurrection of the dead

-----------------------------------------------------------------

The Book of Daniel and Revelations not really covered

They’re good reads though…

-------------------------------------------------------

The Lion of Judah   (cigarette papers)

The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse

This last bit, I didn’t get to, but it’s worth thinking about…
New Testament: overturning of Hebrew Myths

· the Tower of Babel overturned by the Pentecostal Myth


(people of various tongues will suddenly speak together)
· God's promise not to destroy the world again overturned by the promise of the final holocaust

· The expulsion from the Garden of Eden would be undone in the last days -- God would return to live on the earth among his people – paradise would reappear on the earth

------------------------------------------
