CLAS 3305 Lecture 20    Job and Wisdom Literature

Wisdom:


 the "practical knowledge of the laws of life and of the world, based on experience." Von Rad (1962) 

the search for order in creation and society




Von Rad

----------------------------

Watercolour    William Blake     Ancient of Days

----------------------

Sumerian Farmers' Almanack
2000 BCE 

Shuruppak gave instructions to his son


Shuruppak, the son of Ubartutu,


Gave instructions to his son Ziusudra:


My son, I would instruct you, take my instruction, 


Ziusudra, I would utter a word to you, give heed to it;


Do not neglect my instruction,


Do not transgress the word I uttered, 


The father's instruction, the precious, carry out diligently.

--------------------------

Egyptian Wisdom Literature

Proverbs

The Teachings of Ptah-Hotep  

The Instruction of Amen-op-et

----------------------------------

The Teachings of Ptah-Hotep  (2450 BCE)

"Do not be arrogant because of your knowledge; confer then with the ignorant man as with the learned man. The limit of art has not been reached, and no artisan has mastered his craft.  Beautiful speech is more hidden than malachite.  It is found in the possession of the maidservant at the millstone." 

-------------------------------

"Sustain your friends with what you have, you have it by the grace of God. Of him who fails to sustain his friends one says, 'a selfish ka.' " 

-------------------------------

Biblical Wisdom Literature

The Book of Proverbs (credited to Solomon)

The wise man is one who looks to the future

Thinks about the future when making decisions in the present

He does not squander his time or his money on nonsense or on momentary pleasures

He works hard -- plans for the future -- understands that he has to make his own future

He doesn't make his fortune at the expense of others

He understands that his actions have consequences

He deals courteously with friends and neighbours and strangers

He minds his own business,  doesn't gossip, 

He gives generously to the deserving poor

He is temperate in his habits 

He follows the law of the land

He follows the will of god

-------------------------------

The Book of Job     (painting  by Chagall)

Job belongs to the Wisdom Literature of the Bible


along with Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, The Song of Songs, many of the Psalms

-----------------------------

The Book of Job asks specifically:

What is the right relationship of a man to his god?


"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom."

-------------------------------

the good were not always seen to prosper

the evil were not always seen to suffer

-----------------------

Earlier ANE Texts Which Reflect Same Concern as Book of Job

Egypt:    


A Dispute over Suicide


The Protests of the Eloquent Peasant

Mesopotamia:


Poem of the Righteous Sufferer

--------------------------------------------

Job is poetry, 

and drama, 

and philosophy 

(Book:  Kenneth Rexroth)

----------------------------

The Book of Job was most likely written in the 7th C BCE

-------------------

Clues as to origin:

The proper names are Edomite 

many Aramaic words and constructions  

---------------------------

The man from Uz and his tribe were most probably Bedouins from Northern Arabia. 

-------------------------

Prologue

1:1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.

1:21  Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.   

2:7   So went Satan forth from the presence of the Lord, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. 

------------------

Blake's Take..   (William Blake)

------------------------

The Poetic Dialogue.

A very different Job

perilously close 

to blasphemy. 

----------------

Job curses the day he was born.

Job 3:3

"Let the day perish wherein I was born, and the night in which was said, There is a manchild conceived

Let that day be darkness; let not God regard it from above, neither let the light shine upon it."

3:20 ff.

"Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery, and life unto the bitter in soul;

Which long for death, but it cometh not; and dig for it more than for hid treasure;

Which rejoice 
exceedingly, 
and are glad, 
when they 
can find the 
grave?

Job 4:8

Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same. 

Bildad's first speech:  (8:2)

How long wilt thou speak these things and how long shall the words of thy mouth be like a strong wind?

Doth God pervert judgment?  Or doth the Almighty pervert justice?

If thy children have sinned against him, and he have cast them away for their transgression;

Though thy beginning was small, yet thy latter end should increase (8:7)

Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, neither will he help the evil doers:  (8:20)

The arguments offered by Job's comforters.

that there is divine justice, 

that God would never suffer the evil to prosper, 

that by his very nature man is sinful, 

that God seeks to correct the sinner out of love, 

and finally.

that when it appears that God is unjust, it must be because we don't know the whole story.

(Job and his comforters

By William Blake)

----------------------

John Gardner restates the moral dilemma the author of Job must have felt:

"If God's governance of the universe seems to conflict with our own highest notions of what is just and right, are we to abandon our notions of what is just and right, or are we to abandon belief in his governance?"

-------------------------

Elihu's speech.

.against Job was his wrath kindled, because he justified himself rather than God.

Job 32:2 

---------------------------

God answers from the Whirlwind.

"Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the Earth?"  (38:4)  

Now behold behemoth, which I made along with you; he eats grass like an ox




Job 40:15

Can you draw out the leviathan with a hook, or hold down his tongue with a cord? 




Job 41.1

Job 42:5

I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.

---------------------

Origen

...since the being of God is by definition incomprehensible, so necessarily His justice is incomprehensible. 

------------------------

Kenneth Rexroth writes that.

"The acceptance of the incomprehensibility of God's justice is not a rational act; it is an act of prayer, of communion."  



(In other words it is believable if one believes.)

-----------------------

The Epilogue:   the restoration

Francis Bacon, in the early seventeenth century, writes, "Prosperity is the blessing of the Old Testament; Adversity is the blessing of the New."

--------------------------

Echoes of Job.

Poets include Blake (Jerusalem), Milton (Paradise regained) and Goethe (Faust). 

Dramatists include Shakespeare (King Lear), Archibald MacLeish (J.B.). 

Novelists include Dostoevsky (The Brothers Karamazov),  H.G. Wells (The Undying Fire). 

Philosophers include Kierkegaard, Kant and Nietzsche. 
 

Songwriters include Handel ("I Know That My Redeemer Lives") and Tom Waits ("Step Right Up").

Artists include William Blake

----------------------

William Blake

Northrup Frye goes so far as to say 


"Everyone agrees that Blake recreated the Book, not merely illustrated it." 

-------------------------

Job in Faust.by Goethe

----------------------

J.B. by Archibald MacLeish

-----------------

