Your further comments on Crimes and Misdemeanors…
(Note that these are merely excerpts which I took the liberty of editing.)

“The righteous will be rewarded – the wicked will be punished for eternity.”  Is this the case?  Who was rewarded?  Judah went back to his life…Lester gets the fame, the money and the girl.  What do Cliff and Dr. Levy end up with?

Family at dinner table…”Might makes Right…suggesting that morality is issued by those with the most power – not handed from God or otherwise inherent in the universe.  Hitler comes to mind immediately.

My favourite line was said by the Rabbi:  Sometimes to have a little luck is the best plan.    But, how can it be luck when are all the sum total of our choices?

I found the topic of perspective interesting...Cliff’s perspective of Lester vs. Halley’s.  I could tell she was not as turned off by Lester by her lack of responses to Cliff’s criticism.

[The part where Judah says to Jack, “May God have mercy on us.”]  People only seem to be concerned with God’s mercy when they do something wrong and do not think twice when bad things happen any other time.  God is clearly not always merciful to good people 
Woody Allen’s character tells his niece:  Don’t listen to your teachers; just look at them and you will see what they are all about.   What I got from it was that even people who seem ‘put together’ are not always, and later in the film when the professor commits suicide that point is then proven to Allen’s character.

I found it very interesting that Judah, an atheist, fears God when he has nothing else to fear…it almost seems like his conscience brings God back to him to give him something to fear in the absence of anything else [and] to give himself a reason not to do it…

Judaism was relevant because it is one of the few religions that can be a culture and a religion or just a culture.  When Judah’s uncle said that he was ‘just going through the motions’ I thought it tied into Judah’s story exceptionally well.  Because if your culture is your religion it is extra difficult to live a secular life.
This movie makes me wonder whether God does punish, or how he does.  It also makes me question to what end do we have to have good moral beliefs?

The scenes with Professor Levy had more to do with the movie than was noted in class…the importance of getting a love that lasts us is sort of a metaphor for the movie.  

Life’s situations always have a way of complicating even the most moral decisions.

Why didn’t the police investigate the doctor more than they did?  Also it amazes me that guilt wouldn’t drive the doctor completely insane.

Judah seemed to be intelligent and should have questioned his desire to change his beliefs to justify his actions.  He should have caught on or paid more attention to what his inner self was telling him.
While thinking about our responsibility beyond our own self interest, I began focussing on the idea that at all times we find ourselves among others.  Sartre stated that “Hell is other people.”  It is precisely our not knowing how actions will affect others which brings a caution and responsibility towards what interests our self.  The self is measured by others.
The function of siblings in this movie interested me…how much our brothers and sisters affect our own morality because we are so close to them as we grow up…
The family relationships were very interesting.  Each person turned to their family with their darkest secrets instead of strangers.   Family doesn’t judge…

[about the Rabbi’s blindness]  They say justice is blind.  Does that mean that ethics are indeed in darkness?  Without seeing one cannot judge.  

[about that hypothetical confession at the end]   Judah dealt with his guilt and finally did confess…

[about Judah’s indecision about God] I can relate because I grew up in a Catholic School system but I still feel somewhat like a skeptic at times.  Is there a higher power we can be judged by or are we all alone in this world?

Only when we have problems do we call upon God to fix our mistakes, to clean up our mess.  Judah is using God for his benefit.  He is not loyal to his religion.

[about Judah saying ‘God is a luxury I can’t afford’]  …interesting because he is a very wealthy man who can have any material object he desires as well as most other things he wants such as the killing of Delores…
Judah may think he is free and clear but he is still a man in hiding with his dark secrets.

