PHIL 2505     Extra-Credit Exercise 

Show and Tell Statistics and Pseudoscience   

1. Read the chapters on Statistics and Pseudoscience (chapters 11 and 14).

2. Search out a good example of the fallacious or shoddy use of statistics or the presentation of pseudoscience as science.   Your presentation should make reference to particular aspects of the chapters under discussion.
3. Present your findings to the class on March 31st.

Requirements:   
· A poster or overhead of the offending piece.  

· A five to ten minute presentation outlining how the statistics or pseudoscience are used and misused.

Questions to answer about statistics:  
· What are the statistics (or the poll or…) being used for?

· What fallacy does the piece commit?

· How does the fallacy affect the intent of the piece?

Questions to answer about pseudoscience:  
· How do we know that it’s pseudoscience instead of science?

· What techniques does it use to hook people?
· Why are people so willing to suspend their critical faculties?
Places to look:
· Advertisements

· Newspapers and magazines

· Surveys

· Government publications

· Webpages

· …..

You may choose examples that illustrate any aspect of chapter 11 or chapter 14.

You will receive a mark out of 10 that reflects both the significance of your choice and the thoughtfulness and thoroughness of your presentation.  It will replace your lowest (marked out of 10) exercise mark.

 Due Date:   Monday, March 31st  (no extensions – this is extra-credit after all…)
