Code of Hammurabi   --   selections

· 1. If a man has accused another of laying a nertu [death spell?] upon him, but has not proved it, he shall be put to death. 

· 2. If a man has accused another of laying a kispu [spell] upon him, but has not proved it, the accused shall go to the sacred river, he shall plunge into the sacred river, and if the river shall conquer him, he that accused him shall take possession of his house. If the sacred river shall show his innocence and he is saved, his accuser shall be put to death. He that plunged into the sacred river shall appropriate the house of him that accused. 

· 3. If a man has borne false witness in a trial, or has not established the statement that he has made, if that case be a capital trial, that man shall be put to death. 


· 4. If he has borne false witness in a civil law case, he shall pay the damages in that suit. 

· 6. If a man has stolen goods from a temple, or house, he shall be put to death; and he that has received the stolen property from him shall be put to death. 

· 8. If a patrician has stolen ox, sheep, ass, pig, or ship, whether from a temple, or a house, he shall pay thirtyfold. If he be a plebeian, he shall return tenfold. If the thief cannot pay, he shall be put to death. 

· 14. If a man has stolen a child, he shall be put to death. 

· 21. If a man has broken into a house he shall be killed before the breach and buried there. 

· 22. If a man has committed highway robbery and has been caught, that man shall be put to death. 

· 23. If the highwayman has not been caught, the man that has been robbed shall state on oath what he has lost and the city or district governor in whose territory or district the robbery took place shall restore to him what he lost. 

· 25. If a fire has broken out in a man's house and one who has come to put it out has coveted the property of the householder and appropriated any of it, that man shall be cast into the self-same fire. 

· 129. If a man's wife be caught lying with another, they shall be strangled and cast into the water. If the wife's husband would save his wife, the king can save his servant. 

· 130. If a man has ravished another's betrothed wife, who is a virgin, while still living in her father's house, and has been caught in the act, that man shall be put to death; the woman shall go free. 

131. If a man's wife has been accused by her husband, and has not been caught lying with another, she shall swear her innocence, and return to her house. 

· 133. If a man has been taken captive, and there was maintenance in his house, but his wife has left her house and entered another man's house; because that woman has not preserved her body, and has entered into the house of another, that woman shall be prosecuted and shall be drowned. 

· 134. If a man has been taken captive, but there was not maintenance in his house, and his wife has entered into the house of another, that woman has no blame. 

· 135. If a man has been taken captive, but there was no maintenance in his house for his wife, and she has entered into the house of another, and has borne him children, if in the future her [first] husband shall return and regain his city, that woman shall return to her first husband, but the children shall follow their own father. 

· 141. If a man's wife, living in her husband's house, has persisted in going out, has acted the fool, has wasted her house, has belittled her husband, he shall prosecute her. If her husband has said, "I divorce her," she shall go her way; he shall give her nothing as her price of divorce. If her husband has said, "I will not divorce her," he may take another woman to wife; the wife shall live as a slave in her husband's house. 

· 142. If a woman has hated her husband and has said, "You shall not possess me," her past shall be inquired into, as to what she lacks. If she has been discreet, and has no vice, and her husband has gone out, and has greatly belittled her, that woman has no blame, she shall take her marriage-portion and go off to her father's house. 

· 143. If she has not been discreet, has gone out, ruined her house, belittled her husband, she shall be drowned. 

· 195. If a son has struck his father, his hands shall be cut off. 

· 196. If a man has knocked out the eye of a patrician, his eye shall be knocked out. 

· 197. If he has broken the limb of a patrician, his limb shall be broken. 

· 198. If he has knocked out the eye of a plebeian or has broken the limb of a plebeian, he shall pay one mina of silver. 

· 209. If a man has struck a free woman with child, and has caused her to miscarry, he shall pay ten shekels for her miscarriage. 

· 210. If that woman die, his daughter shall be killed. 

· 211. If it be the daughter of a plebeian, that has miscarried through his blows, he shall pay five shekels of silver. 

· 212. If that woman die, he shall pay half a mina of silver. 

· 218. If a surgeon has operated with the bronze lancet on a patrician for a serious injury, and has caused his death, or has removed a cataract for a patrician, with the bronze lancet, and has made him lose his eye, his hands shall be cut off. 
· 229. If a builder has built a house for a man, and has not made his work sound, and the house he built has fallen, and caused the death of its owner, that builder shall be put to death. 

· 230. If it is the owner's son that is killed, the builder's son shall be put to death. 

