PAGE  
2

PHIL 1115    

Final Philosophical Activity   
Due February 24, 2010
You must submit a journal of approximately 500 words (approximately two pages).   Late assignments will be accepted only in the following week’s class and will be penalized a full mark (i.e. a mark of 8 becomes a 7).  Nothing will be accepted more than one week late (except under the most dire (and provable) circumstances).
Marking of the journals:  The mark is necessarily subjective, but both content and style will enter into the determination.  The mark will constitute 7.5 % of your final grade.  
Choose one of these three assignments taken from Dr. Jowett’s syllabus:
1.
(After reading Descartes) provide reasons for thinking that you exist.    (Jan. 13)
2.
Consulting TPM online’s “Taboo” quiz, provide a brief account of the “tensions” in your ethical reasoning identified in the analysis of “Taboo.”  (Jan. 27)
3. 
Bracket whatever your own beliefs might be and assume that there is no God. What, if anything, would you identify as giving meaning and value to human existence?   (Mar. 3)
Or choose one of these additional topics:
4.
What would change tomorrow morning if the world suddenly had proof that there was no such thing as free will? 

5.
Is reality primarily mental or primarily physical?

6.
Philosophy at the movies:   Analyze the philosophical content and implications of a movie you have seen outside of class.

Words to the wise:    A clear thesis (an opinion you are defending) and good development are paramount.  Do not just repeat things you read in the text or heard in lecture.  The assignment is called a journal rather than an essay merely to indicate that it can be somewhat informal in terms of the use of “I” and contractions and so forth.  I do expect careful writing.  There is no requirement for research here, but if you do use other people’s words or ideas, you must give proper credit.  

The greatest sins are superficiality, lack of clarity and rambling.   Decide what you want to say and write it cleanly and simply.   Push beyond the obvious.  Consult the Seech text on writing good philosophy.  Check the OWL website or a reference book for stylistic rules and hints you may have forgotten.  These are short papers.  Edit and rewrite to make every word count.  
The greatest virtues are clarity and creativity.   Philosophy should not be boring.  Aim to write something true and relevant and insightful.    
