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PHIL 1115    Journal Assignments  (3 are required)
You must submit three journals of approximately 400 words each. The choice of topics (from the list below*) is yours, but you can do any topic only once. The journals are due in class on the dates listed.  Late journals will be accepted only in the following week’s class and will be penalized a full mark (i.e. a mark of 8 becomes a 7).  Nothing will be accepted more than one week late (except under the most dire circumstances.
Marking of the journals:  The journals will be marked out of 10.   The mark is necessarily subjective, but both content and style will enter into the determination.  
Possible topics:   (links will be provided as necessary on the class web page)
1.         Philosophy in song lyrics:   Include the lyrics you are analyzing with your journal.
2.
What would change tomorrow morning if the world suddenly had proof that there was no such thing as free will? 
3.
Is reality primarily mental or primarily physical?
4.
What is friendship?  Where is it located?   
5.
Philosophy at the movies:   Comment on the philosophical content and implications of a movie you have seen outside of class. 
6. 
Read and discuss the philosophical implications of Ambrose Bierce’s “Incident at Owl Creek Bridge.”

7. 
If you wanted to interest grade 6 children in philosophy, how would you proceed?

8.
Why is science fiction such a good medium for philosophy.  Provide an example or two.

*This list may be added to or amended as the course progresses…
Words to the wise:    A clear thesis (an opinion you are defending) and good development are paramount.  Do not just repeat things you read in the text or heard in lecture.  The assignment is called a journal rather than an essay merely to indicate that it can be somewhat informal in terms of the use of “I” and contractions and so forth.  I do expect careful writing.  There is no requirement for research here, but if you do use other people’s words or ideas, you must give proper credit.  

The greatest sins are superficiality, lack of clarity and rambling.   Decide what you want to say and write it cleanly and simply.   Push beyond the obvious.  Read appendix A on writing good philosophy.  Check the OWL website or a reference book for stylistic rules and hints you may have forgotten.  These are short papers.  Edit and rewrite to make every word count.  
The greatest virtues are clarity and creativity.   Philosophy should not be boring.   Aim to write something true and relevant and insightful.    

Due Dates for the journals:    (depending on whether you are in the Monday or Tuesday class)
Nov. 13 and 14
     
Jan. 29 and 30

March 5 and 6
