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PHIL 1115    Test 1     Nov. 6th and 7th,  2005     Name______________________
(Sample questions)
There are four different versions of this test.
Circle the best answer in each case.

You have two hours to complete this test.

1. The phrase, “Cogito, ergo sum,” belongs to 
a. 
Immanuel Kant

b.
Erasmus
c.
Søren Kierkegaard
d.
Baruch Spinoza

e. 
None of the above

2. He said that “knowledge is power.”

a.
Herbert Hoover

b.
Roy Rogers
c.
Francis Bacon
d.
John Locke
3. Which of the following is not considered a rationalist?

a) 
Rousseau

b) 
Descartes

c) 
Spinoza

d) 
Leibniz

4. British Empiricism was founded by 

a. 
Immanuel Kant

b.
Descartes
c. 
Bishop Berkeley

d.
John Locke

e.
none of the above

5. David Hume is
a.
an empiricist

b.
a rationalist

c.
a theologian

d.
both a and c

6. Erasmus

a.
was a Jewish scholar

b.
wrote the Divine comedy

c.
was a Catholic priest

d.
both b and c

7. The philosopher William James is also well known for his writings in the field of 

a. 
psychology

b.
chemistry

c.
astronomy

d.
medicine

8. The Stoics 

a.  
attempted to live simple lives of integrity and duty

b.  
viewed relationships as the most important part of life

c.  
were followers of Nietzsche
d.  
engaged in scandalous behaviour in public
9. Who talked about oxen and horses drawing their gods to look like horses and oxen?

a.  
Plato
b.  
Kierkegaard
c.  
Xenophanes

d.  
Spinoza

10. The idea of the ‘prime mover’ originated with

a.  
Plato

b.  
William of Ockham
c.  
Descartes
d.  
Aristotle



e.  
none of the above

11. Hedonism is essentially 

a.  
the study of what is most real

b. 
the study of the problem of evil

c.  
the study of the origin of the universe
d.  
none of the above

12. Descartes is the author of 

a.
The Meditations
b.
The Republic
c.
Being and Nothingness
d.
Thus Spake Zarathustra
e.
all of the above

13. Thales suggested that the basic ‘stuff’ of the universe was

a.  
apeiron (or the “indefinite”)
b. 
water
c. 
fire

d.  
air

e.  
atoms

