Overheads for Stange Lecture 3     Phil 2505


To reason successfully is to proportion belief to evidence.

                                  David Hume

---------------------------------
The Greeks taught three aspects of the persuasive art:

Logos
appeal based on reason and logic – arguments, statistics, evidence…

Ethos            appeal based on the reputation of the writer – fair, informed, honest …..

Pathos
appeal based on emotional response – sympathy, fear, desire, patriotism, group identification, brand loyalty, humanity, friendship, commonality….

------------------------------------
Vocabulary:  Assertion

A statement uttered to announce or solicit belief

-----------------------------

An argument requires a statement that we are being asked to believe (conclusion) on the strength of some other statements (premises)
--------------------------------

If you read a sentence like this…

      The American tort system is somewhat random, unsystematic, nontransparent, and produces dramatic inequalities.

…you expect the rest of the article to provide evidence in support of this assertion – examples, statistics, anecdotes, authority, comparison

------------------------------

· Discourse is words arranged in sentences. 

· Declarative sentences are found in discourse.

· Assertions are found in declarative sentences.

· Assertions are statements which announce or solicit belief

---------------------------------------------
Non-assertive assertions

*  we exclude from our consideration, statements which are grammatically similar to assertions but are not meant assertively

· fiction
(Once upon a time….)

· jokes    (Two men sat at the end of a bar…)

· quotations     (discourse at a remove)

· irony and sarcasm   (intended meaning is just    the opposite of what is said)


· announcement of non-assertiveness   (newspapers label advertisements as such)

----------------------------------------------

Assertions are almost everywhere, but they are not yet arguments

Necessary, but not sufficient

An argument is an arrangement of assertions where one or more support another

---------------------------------------------

If you loved me, you would….
Is an assertion

Is not an argument

----------------------------------------

If you loved me, you would….

You say you love me

------------------------

Therefore, you would (should)….

Now we have an argument

If A, then B

A

-------

Therefore, B

---------------------------------

Two different senses of argument:

Broad:        any disagreement – shouting match – more heat than light
Narrow:     a discourse which includes assertions, one or more of which are meant to support another

We are only interested in argument in the narrow sense

-------------

Phrases used in definition and 

distinction

By the term “….” , I mean….

I’m using “…..”   in the sense of ….

I’m making a distinction between… and ….

I’m drawing a distinction between… and ….

…… creates a false dichotomy between….  and …..

He failed to make a distinction between …. and ….

….. must be carefully distinguished from….

She’s confusing ….. with …. 

--------------

If none of the assertions are reasons for believing the others, it is merely exposition (systematic explanation)

much of an argumentative paper might be

exposition –

explaining background – defining terms – explaining rival positions – narrating a chain of events – describing a process

-------------------------

The study of rhetoric divides writing into four types

· Exposition

· Narration

· Description

· Argumentation

But this is logic, not rhetoric 

so we have discourse

· discourse is divided into assertive and non-assertive discourse

· assertive discourse is divided into exposition and argumentation

---------------------------

which are arguments?

Laughter is the best medicine.

Laughter is beneficial to your health because 

it can stimulate the alertness hormone 

catecholamine.

Endurance is the quality of withstanding

hardship or stress.

Most accidents occur within forty miles of 

home.

I’ll be safer on a long trip than a short one 

because most accidents occur within forty 

miles of home.

-------------------------------------

In looking at any argument, we need to do four things

1. Identify the claim being made (conclusion)

2. Identify the premises  (the support for the conclusion -- the reasons)

3. Reconstruct the argument  (label the parts or diagram it)

4. Evaluate the argument   (decide whether the reasons are strong enough for belief in the claim)

-------------------

Because it looks like rain, we should pack up our books and blankets.

Argument?

Conclusion?

Support?

-------------------

It looks like rain; therefore, we should pack up our books and blankets.

------------------------------

She cannot evade her responsibilities this time.  She has been ordered by the court to pay child support.

Argument?

Conclusion?

Support?

---------------------------------

The town’s economy will suffer when the mine closes.

Argument?

Conclusion?

Support?

Hidden premises?

---------------------------------------------------

If it is true that the proposed water filtration plant will not do the job, it should not be built.

Argument?

Conclusion?

Support?

-----------------------------------------

Definition:     Form

The way the argument is put together…   the shape of it…  the relationship of the parts to the whole (the evidentiary relationship)
Independent of content  

-- we can talk about shape symbolically

----------------------------

All A are B

All B are C

---------------

Therefore, all C are A
All mammals are warm-blooded 
All dogs are mammals
---------------

Therefore, all dogs are warm-blooded 

-----------------------------------------------------

All cats are mammals 
All dogs are cats
-------------------

Therefore, all dogs are mammals

All birds can fly

All dogs are birds

-----------------

Therefore, all dogs can fly 

------------------------------------------------------------

Definition:  Validity

An argument is valid if it is absolutely impossible for the conclusion 
to be false when the premises are true

Validity is a function of form

--------------------------------------------------------

Vocabulary: Soundness

When an argument is both valid and true, we call it sound

Soundness is a judgment we make when we have determined that

· the shape of the argument – the structure of the argument—is valid

· And we agree to the truth of the premises

Only then can we say that an argument is sound

----------------------------------------

Vocabulary: cogency

*Book speaks of cogency in the first chapter

Cogency is like soundness, but instead of judging the truth or untruth of the premises, we judge the reasonableness and relevancy of the premises

(because not all arguments are as neat as deductive ones)

Soundness is digital  (absolute – it’s either there or it isn’t)

Cogency is analog  (things can be more or less cogent – along a continuum)

--------------------------------

The more support that’s offered by the premises, the more cogent the argument is 

Cogency has to do with the relative strength of an argument

Strength is judged by reasonableness and relevancy and sufficiency of evidence

-----------------------------------------------------

p. 15 in the text … 

All mothers are female

Margaret is a female

----------------------------

Therefore, Margaret is a mother

Reasonableness?

Relevancy?

Sufficiency?

Cogency?

------------------------------------

