1
4

PHIL 1115   Intro to Philosophy

Lecture 1     
First Things First
Philosophy bakes no bread…

It is perhaps equally true that no bread would ever have been baked without philosophy.   

Time Magazine 1966

There is only one really serious philosophical question, and that is suicide. Deciding whether or not life is worth living is to answer the fundamental question in philosophy. All other questions follow from that. ~ Camus
Someone who bakes bread has already answered that question
At least for that day…

Banned Books

1. Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
2. Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson
3. A Day No Pigs Would Die by Robert Peck
4. The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger
5. Lord of the Flies by William Golding

6. A Separate Peace by John Knowles 

7. Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut
8. A Separate Peace by John Knowles 

9. The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood 

10. One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez

11. In the Night Kitchen by Maurice Sendak  
The man who does not read is no better off than the man who cannot.    






Mark Twain
Before knowledge became specialized 
almost all academic subjects were branches of philosophy

History

Sociology 

Art

Physics

Mathematics

Linguistics

Psychology
Even today, scientists like the naturalist, Loren Eiseley, or historians like Arnold Toynbee and physicists like Richard Feynman    write as much philosophy as they do science or history
Philosophy is a Greek word meaning “the love of wisdom”

In the original sense of the word, you didn’t need formal training to do philosophy.   

Requires  broadmindedness, openness and leisure 

------------------------------------

What do we mean by “Big Questions”?

Timely and Timeless questions

Instead of particular ends – philosophy looks at ultimate ends

Why does the difference matter?
We have split the atom and lost the Sermon on the Mount



                        Omar Bradley 

---------------------------
"Timeless" questions concern ultimate values, general principles, and the nature of reality, God, knowledge, happiness, beauty,  morality,  truth, evil,  justice

 .
Philosophy both subject and process

· learning philosophy

· doing philosophy

--------------------------
What turns “reflection” into philosophy is:

A willingness to really seek answers – to go beyond what school and church and government and parents and peers tell us to think

A willingness to suspend judgment until all the intermediate questions have been asked and contemplated and answered

A willingness to change our minds when the facts warrant it – when the arguments on the other side are legitimately stronger or better or more convincing than the ones on our side

-------------------------------------
Marking Scheme

One paper





20

Two tests





20

Two journals





20

Attendance/participation



10

Final exam





30

----------------------------------

The unexamined life is not worth living.

Philosophy won’t bake your bread, but…
Consider this class a break from your everyday life of cramming, rushing, buying, worrying, wanting, and envying

Take a walk on the philosophical side

------------------------------
Remember that philosophy hides in plain sight everywhere.    But you have to pay attention…

------------------------------

To read for next week      in The Big Questions
Pages xiii to 41  (Note the opening and closing questions)   
------------------------------------------------------

There is no such crime as a crime of thought; there are only crimes of action.



                                Clarence Darrow
