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Later answers to what is Reality
Mind and Metaphysics

Galileo Galilei
Astronomer and Physicist
1564 -1642

I cannot sufficiently admire the eminence of those men’s wits, that have received and held it to be true, and with the sprightliness of their judgments offered such violence to their senses, as that they have been able to prefer that which their reason dictated to them to that which sensible experiments represented most manifestly to the contrary. 







Galileo Galilei

“the rape of reason on the senses”

From   Il saggiotore   (The Assayer)

Philosophy is written in this grand book, the universe, which stands continually open to our gaze. But the book cannot be understood unless one first learns to comprehend the language and read the characters in which it is written. It is written in the language of mathematics, and its characters are triangles, circles, and other geometric figures without which it is humanly impossible to understand a single word of it; without these one is wandering in a dark labyrinth. 








Galileo Galilei

1632 Galileo published Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief Systems of the World - Ptolemaic and Copernican.
Written like a Socratic dialogue, it pits Salviati  (for the Copernican view) and Simplicio (for the Aristotelian (Christian) view)

I do not feel obliged to believe that the same god who has endowed us with sense, reason and intellect has intended us to forgo their use. 
                                                                                                                     —Galileo

Art:  Arnaud Lebègue
· Science’s ‘unobservables” --  gravity, inertia, force – explained the movement of the heavenly bodies in a predictable, measurable way

· The Church’s “unobservables”  -- God and the angels – were anything but predictable or measurable 


René Descartes
Philosopher
1596 -1650

Descartes was a mathematician 

Inventor of analytic geometry

Published his major philosophical work the year before Galileo died

-------------------------------------

The “Thinker”  at a university campus in Kentucky
If you would be a real seeker after truth,
it is necessary that at least once in your life
you doubt, as far as possible, all things. 
   






  —Descartes
Descartes posited the duality of mind and body as separate substances (which had no interaction)

· Descartes has defined mind as unextended    (not taking up any space)

· And he has defined body as extended  (taking up space)


And never the twain shall meet…
Spinoza

1632  --  1677
Spinoza, seeing the problem Descartes had, 
redefined substance to solve it

· no independent things  

· no independent ideas 

· no independent people

"Nothing therefore happens in nature which is contrary to its universal laws. Nor does anything happen which does not agree with those laws or does not follow from them. For whatever happens, happens by God's will and eternal decree, that is...whatever happens, happens according to rules which involve eternal necessity and truth." 

-- from the Theological-Political Treatise

Spinoza is a Pantheist – everything is God, he says…
· God is identical to the universe – 

· Cannot have created the universe

· Cannot care about the universe – 

Descartes was a Dualist    -- believed in two substances

Spinoza is a Monist   -- believed in one substance

Leibniz was a Pluralist – believed in an infinite number of substances

Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646-1716)
“…the best of all possible worlds…”

· Monads have no windows 

· “pre-established harmony”

· In biology:  A single-celled micro-organism, especially a flagellate protozoan of the genus Monas.

Leibniz on monads….
· Soul Monads are “units of psychic force”
· Each monad is 'pregnant' with the future and 'laden' with the past.

· Conscious monads (aka people) are free


(But God already knows how they will spend that freedom…)
Definition:     Idealism
· The philosophy that says that what is real is mind…

· Contrasted to Materialism which says that what is real is the material world…

Bishop George Berkeley
“esse est percipi”      



To be is to be perceived
A stone….
Bishop Berkeley:
· It is indeed an opinion strangely prevailing amongst men, that houses, mountains, rivers and in a word all sensible objects have an existence natural or real, distinct from their being perceived by the understanding. 

· Some truths there are so near and obvious to the mind that a man need only open his eyes to see them.   Such I take this important one to be, viz., that all the choir of heaven and furniture of the earth, in a word all those bodies which compose the mighty frame of the world, have not any subsistence without a mind, that their esse  (being) is to be perceived or known; that consequently so long as they are not actually perceived by me, or do not exist in my mind or that of any other created spirit, they must either have no existence at all, or else subsist in the mind of some eternal spirit:  it being perfectly unintelligible and involving all the absurdity of abstraction, to attribute to any single part of them an existence independent of a spirit.

Boswell tells about Sam Johnson refuting Berkeley:   

Epistemology

         I

· Kick at the rock, Sam Johnson, break your bones:


But cloudy, cloudy is the stuff of stones.

         II

· We milk the cow of the world, and as we do


We whisper in her ear, "You are not true."





- Richard Wilbur, 1950

Immanuel Kant  1724 -- 1804
Definition:      Teleology
· (from Greek telos, “end”; logos, “reason”), explanation by reference to some purpose or end

· the study of ends, purposes, and goals 

What are we mostly?
· Most of us are still Cartesians – whether we knew it or not

· As Christians we speak of the body and the soul

Behind all we have said today, lie the same two very important assumptions that the early Materialists worked with:

1. The world is intelligible

2. Man can figure it out with his mind

VITA BREVIS
by    Piet Hein
A lifetime
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than

sufficiently long

for people to get what there is of it

wrong.

