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PHIL 1115   Lec 24   Endnotes and review

Philosophy is 

is the systematic search for the truth about the way of the world and ourselves 

examines the most important questions about existence 

uses ordinary human tools:  intuition, sense perception, imagination and reason

-------------------

Philosophy grows out of simple human curiosity, the desire to know.to understand.

Mythology

Religion

Science

Art

all attempt to answer the same question.

-------------------------

Areas we looked at....

Metaphysics (the study of reality)

Religion (the philosophical study of religion and belief)

Epistemology (the study of knowledge) 

Ethics (the study of moral values and the good life) 

Sociopolitics (the study of the foundations and the nature of society and the state)   


-------------------------

Questions about.

Knowledge 

Conduct 

Governance 

---------------------------------

"A philosophy is a comprehensive system of ideas about human nature and the nature of the reality we live in. It is a guide for living..." 

------------------------------

Before philosophy...

Mythology

Religion 

Wisdom literature

------------------------

JASPER'S "AXIAL PERIOD" 
800 to 200 BCE

Confucius

Lao-tze

Buddha

Zarathustra

The Prophets

Homer

Heraclitus

Plato

Sophocles

Thucydides

Archimedes

Etc..

--------------------------------

The dawn of a new age

The first philosophers were motivated by.

1. a certainty that the traditional religious explanations did not represent reality

2. a profound belief that man could "think" his way to the truth 

-------------------------------------

The Pre-Socratics

Their most significant contribution?


their certainty that rational inquiry, observation and experimentation  are the way to go

not mythology.   not religion.

------------------------------------

Initial concerns:

The nature of nature  (Physis)

The world order (the Kosmos)


(Proto-scientists)

-------------------------------------

Conclusions about the Pre-Socratics:

They began to see that the universe must be orderly and that man might be able to discover that order.


They began the practical process of using science to improve human life. 

------------------------------------

Socrates  (b. about 470 B.C.)

The most famous of the Sophists 

No original writings.


Only the testament of others (particularly his pupil, Plato)

-------------------------------------------

Plato 
(427-347 BCE) 

.influenced by many of the pre-Socratics
(as well as by Socrates.)

-------------------------

Alfred North Whitehead said (and many would agree) 


.the whole of western philosophy is a series of footnotes to Plato.

--------------------------------------

Aristotle (384-322 B.C.)

Plato's greatest student

Equally eclectic interests:  logic, drama, politics, religion, ethics and natural science

Philosophic Naturalist

------------------------------------

Hellenistic Philosophy.

From Alexander the Great to almost the end of the Roman Empire    (322 BC to 235 AD) 

The attention of philosophy turns further away from the physical world - away from metaphysics 


-- toward ethics and the human condition

Cynicism

Stoicism

Hedonism

Epicureanism

---------------------------------

The Greek Miracle

Philosophy and science born together (6th C BCE) 
. walked away together from the religious past


The natural sciences went their own way  (17th - 18th C)


The human sciences eventually found their own way as well   (mostly 19th - 20th C)


All the inheritors of the Greek Miracle took the spirit with them

----------------------------------

The end of the Roman Empire.

Christianization        

---------------------------------

From the study of man to the study of God.
4th C. AD

Classical mind - interested primarily in man and the physical universe - almost entirely secular

Medieval mind - interested primarily in God and the spiritual world - almost entirely theological

------------------------------

1000 years of Christendom

St. Augustine

St. Anselm

St Thomas

Etc.   

---------------------------

A (really) short (and overstated) history of philosophy:

5th C. BCE:


Philosophy (almost) kills religion


4th C. CE:


Religion (almost) kills philosophy


18th C.  CE:


Philosophy (almost) kills religion


21st C.   ?????

------------------------------

HUMANISM   14th, 15th and 16th C's

The rejection of religion in favour of a belief in the advancement of humanity by its own efforts

--------------------------------

Some Major Points.

For nearly a thousand years after the fall of the Roman Empire, Western philosophy became almost entirely a religious enterprise.

The earliest Christian philosophers adopted and adapted a few of the ancient philosophers . but the Church `disappeared' most of them.  

The classical mind gave way to the medieval mind.

Philosophy's attention doesn't return to classical ideas and questions until the Renaissance, Humanism and the Enlightenment.

Following Descartes, the emphasis turns from metaphysics to epistemology:  from "what is the world?" to "how do we know what we know?"

Answers to the new questions fall into two camps:  European Rationalism and  British Empiricism.

----------------------------------

Continental Rationalism, 
founded by Rene Descartes,

is usually understood in 
relation to its rival 
17th century movement







British Empiricism, 

founded by John Locke 

-----------------------------------

Divisions:  History of Philosophy*

Ancient Philosophy   (750 BC - AD 312)

Metaphysics and Ethics


Medieval Philosophy (AD 312 - 1450)

Theology


Modern Philosophy   (AD 1450 - present)

Epistemology, Metaphysics and Ethics

*  This is a gross over-simplification.  All of these, particularly modern philosophy, have many subdivisions.

-------------------------------------

Lecture 9    What is reality?   Metaphysics

----------------------------

There are only two places for things to exist.

In our minds          
or 
      Outside our minds

-----------------------------

METAPHYSICS 

the branch of philosophy that addresses what 
is real

ontology:   what is

cosmology:    how it came into being

---------------------------------

The Pre-Socratic Materialists.

Their primary questions were:

What is the world made of?

What does it mean for something to exist?

What happens to things when they change?

-----------------------------------

The early Materialists had a significant influence.

They learned to suspect their senses

They believed that reason could provide truer answers than experience 

They nudged philosophy away from common sense and experience

------------------------------

Plato, trying to reconcile Heraclitus and Parmenides,  posited a two-tiered world.

The world in which we live - constantly changing - a world of Becoming

The world of Forms -- unchanging  -- a world of Being

------------------------------------

THE ALLEGORY OF THE CAVE

Found in Plato's  The Republic

Explains his `two-worlds' view

moral component   --  perhaps inherited from Socrates  -- the purpose of philosophy is to figure out how to live a good life

---------------------------------

Both Plato's and Aristotle's theories absorbed into 
Christian thought.with some modifications.

Plato through St. Augustine

Aristotle through St. Thomas 

--------------------------------------

Solomon.p. 123

We can now say quite clearly what we are trying to do.  Philosophy - and metaphysics in particular - is an interpretation of the world.   It is our attempt to make sense of it.

------------------------------------

Two very important assumptions that the early Materialists first posited:

The world is intelligible

Man can figure it out with his mind

The Observant Mind 
rather than the Observant Eye

-------------------------------------

Unobservables in both camps, but.

Science's `unobservables" --  gravity, inertia, force - explained the movement of the heavenly bodies in a predictable, measurable way

The Church's "unobservables"  -- God and the angels - were anything but predictable or measurable 

-----------------------------

The Epistemological Turn

If you would be a real seeker after truth, it is necessary that at least once in your life you doubt, as far as possible, all things







-Descartes

------------------------------------

Descartes' 8 Grounds for Doubt:

Sometimes my senses deceive me.

I might be insane.

I might be dreaming.

I might be dreaming that I'm awake.

I might be inventing in my own mind (in my sleep) complete fictions.

God might be deceiving me.

I might be a naturally defective sort of creature.

An evil genius might be deceiving me.

--------------------------------------

Russell's Table.

The real table is not immediately known to

us at all.


but can only be had 

by inference from 

what is immediately 

known

-------------------------------------------

Empiricists claim that we may never know reality beyond our experience

(Locke, Berkeley, Hume, Mill, Russell)

Rationalists claim that it is possible to understand substance through abstract reason

(Descartes, Spinoza, Leibniz, Kant)

-----------------------------------

John Locke
1632-1704
- Founder of British Empiricism -

Wrote:    Concerning Human Understanding 

Argued for experience 
as the primary source of knowledge  
(A little common sense, please!)

"You and I have had enough 
of this kind of fiddling.

-------------------------------------

BISHOP BERKELEY

Subjective idealism:   no material substances, no physical objects

Described as the most provocative thesis in all philosophy

------------------------------------

Hume's Fork

Ever the Skeptic, Hume insists that there are

only two kinds of truth in the world:
1. Truths of reason      (known through calculation and logic) 
2. Matters of fact       (discoverable by experience and experiment)


-----------------------------------

IMMANUEL KANT  1724 - 1804

a careful reading of David Hume  "interrupted my dogmatic slumbers and gave my investigations. a quite new direction."  

-----------------------------------

Lec 14
   The Self

--------------------------------

Are we who others think we are?

Are we `essentially' known only to ourselves?

.Even to ourselves?

What does it mean to be `true 
to yourself'

Is self-knowledge possible?

-------------------------------------

ENLIGHTENMENT, HUMANISM, AND ROMANTICISM

1600 to 1900

From Descartes      to      Nietzsche

--------------------------------------

Humanism 

"The world may have been created by God, but it was now in the hands - for better or worse - of humanity.   The world was a human stage, with human values, emotions, hopes, and fears, and this humanity was defined, in turn, by a universal human nature."                                             





Robert Solomon

-----------------------------------------

Enlightenment Beliefs.

· The universe is fundamentally rational, that is, it can be understood through the use of reason alone.

· Truth can be arrived at through empirical observation, the use of reason, and systematic doubt.

· Human experience is the foundation of human understanding of truth; authority is not to be preferred over experience.

--------------------------------------

ROMANTICISM

Romanticism represents a shift from the objective to the subjective 



Science is WE      Art is I

Romanticism is a reaction against the rationalism of the Enlightenment

--------------------------------------

The Enlightenment and Romanticism together provide the main thread of modern European philosophy

On the Enlightenment side:   

Heavy emphasis on science

Universal principles

Rationality

On the Romanticism side:

Deep doubts about science

Reliance on intuition and feeling rather than reason

Emphasis on the self, on creativity and on art

-------------------------------------

John Locke.
1632-1704

"Consciousness alone unites actions into the same person." 

-------------------------------------

"Whenever I look inside myself, there is no self to be found."   David Hume

---------------------------------

Friedrich Nietzsche

Nietzsche called the "Will To Power" the most basic human drive


Übermensch 


homo superior 


(overman or  superman) 

--------------------------------------

William James

"Consciousness" is a `process' not a `thing'

James described the constituents of the self.

(a) The material Self

(b) The social Self

(c) The spiritual Self

(d) The pure Ego. 

-----------------------------------------

'Existence precedes Essence'     

`condemned to be free'

`acting in bad faith'

Jean Paul Sartre
.Existentialist.

--------------------------------------

Solipsism

Most simply, the notion that only I really exist.The rest of the world consists of my stage and my `extras'.

Philosophically, the 
notion that I can't 
really know anything 
except my own 
existence.

----------------------------------------

Lec 15    Freedom

Freedom is a suitcase word. 
It needs to be unpacked.

------------------------------------

Lec 16    Free Will and Determinism

---------------------------------------

Bertrand Russell

If when a man writes a poem or commits a murder, the bodily movements involved in his act result solely from physical causes, it would seem absurd to put up a statue to him in the one case and to hang him in the other. 

-------------------------------------

Challenges to the existence 
of free will

The challenge from Logic 
The challenge from Theology 
The challenge from Science

----------------------------------------

Why do people behave the way they do?

Human nature -  

Environment -

Psychology - 

Social factors - 

Genetics - 

---------------------------------

Socrates on the Good Life.

The unexamined life is not worth living. 

How many things a man can do without..

--------------------------------

Kohlberg's Morality Scale

Three levels of moral reasoning

through which humans proceed: 

Pre-conventional 

Conventional

Post-conventional

----------------------------------

Carol Gilligan

-----------------------------

Lec 20   Theories of Morality

Egoism versus altruism
(p 253)

Psychological approaches are descriptive

Egoism:  All acts are basically selfish

Altruism:  Some of our acts are `naturally' altruistic

Ethical approaches are prescriptive

Egoism: You ought to be selfish

Altruism: You ought to be altruistic

----------------------------------

At the dawn of the modern era, then, we have these three moral philosophies:

Moral Skepticism (from Protagoras)

Moral Absolutism (from Plato)

Virtue Theory  (from Aristotle)

----------------------------------------

Kant's Categorical Imperative 
His supreme moral principle: 

"Act always in such a way that you could will your action to be universal law"

---------------------------------

JEREMY BENTHAM, 1748-1832

"The greatest good for the greatest number"

"Hedonic Calculus"

------------------------------------

J. S. Mill   1806-1873

Not merely the quantity of pleasure, but the quality of happiness had to be calculated.

Some pleasures are better than others. 

----------------------------------

Moral Theories

Moral Skepticism (Protagoras)

Moral Absolutism (Plato)

Virtue Theory  (Aristotle)

Deontology (Kant)

Utilitarianism  (Bentham and Mill)

--------------------------------------------------

Lec 22   The Nature of Sciety

-----------------------------------

Three main areas:

1.  the claims people have on each other in the form of  rights, duties and privileges 

2.  the demands for justice, equality and freedom (specifically political freedom)

3.  and the virtues of government

-------------------------------------

John Rawls (1921-2002 ) 

Justice as fairness in A Theory of Justice

 
Veil of ignorance 

Original position 

--------------------------------

Socrates:   ".justice is to perform one's own task, and not to meddle with that of others."     (In Plato's Republic)

---------------------------------

Plato recommended a tripartite citizenry

Those who rule  (the philosopher-kings)


Those who defend and fight  (the guardians)
Those who work  (craftsmen, farmers, shopkeepers etc.)

-------------------------------

Man is by nature an animal designed for living in states.  

                                  


Aristotle

-----------------------------------------------

HUMAN NATURE

A war of all against all.

Social Contract theory.

Leviathan  
Thomas Hobbes

------------------------------------------

JOHN LOCKE   (1632-1704)

As soon as any part of a person's conduct affects prejudicially the interests of others, society has jurisdiction over it.

-----------------------------------------

JEAN JACQUES ROUSSEAU 
(1712-1778)

Man is born free, and everywhere he is in chains.

----------------------------------

JOHN STUART MILL    

The only freedom which deserves the name, is that of pursuing our own good in our own way, so long as we do not attempt to deprive others of theirs 
Wrote On Liberty  (1859) 

-------------------------------

Lec 23     Non-Western Answers

-------------------------------

Ancient concept of Yin and Yang

yin:      negative, passive and earthly principle of darkness, cold and death (female)

yang:   positive, active, productive and celestial principle of light, heat and life  (male)

-------------------------------

Confucius  
551-479 BCE

most influential travelling 
philosopher was 
K'ung Fu-tzu 

-----------------------------------

Taught the Golden Rule.

"Do not do to others as you would not wish done to yourself." and:  what one recognises as desirable for oneself, one ought to be willing to grant to others." 

emphasized virtues such as 
loyalty 
good faith
respect for parents 

---------------------------------------

 Lao-tse   
604-531 BCE
 Lao tzu
"Tao-te-ching"

 ------------------------------

 Taoists...

 believe that the perfect life is modest, rustic and quietly contemplative   (solitary observation rather than social striving)
 believe that retirement from life is the perfect life

--------------------------------

Wu-Wei

--------------------

Gautama Buddha
 560 - 477 BCE

-----------------------

"There is a path to the end 
of suffering.  Tread it!"

-------------------------

Buddha declared the Four Noble Truths
And the Eightfold Path 

At the end of which, you found a new person

--------------------------

It is said that the average Chinese.


is 
Confucian in public



Taoist in private



Buddhist at time of death


wears 
Confucian hat



Taoist robes



Buddhist sandals

------------------------------------------

Bertrand Russell.

Philosophy, though unable to tell us with certainty what is the true answer to the doubts which it raises, is able to suggest many possibilities which enlarge our thoughts and free them from the tyranny of custom. Thus, while diminishing our feeling of certainty as to what things are, it greatly increases our knowledge as to what they may be.. 

----------------------------------

What I wish for you.

· That you succeed in your coming final exams


· That you take some of the ideas we have looked at for a quick spin around the dance floor now and again


· That philosophy bites you on the ankle just when you think you've forgotten all about it

--------------------------------

